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$4/kg live-weight for cattle - It couldn’t happen!

Maybe I’m just a born sceptic, 
I don’t really think that 

I’m a pessimistic sort of person, I 
tipped that cattle would reach $3/
kg six months before that happy day 
arrived and was roundly criticised for 
such an absurd thought.

Notwithstanding my optimistic 
nature, I did write recently that I 
thought the chances of producers 
securing $4/kg was an illusion, a pipe 
dream not to mention a hell of a lot 
of wishful thinking. Alas, I was wrong, 
again!

I must confess that I wasn’t entirely 
surprised to hear that in a desperate 
attempt to fill a boat for live export, 
agents were charging around major 
producers and traders looking for 
light steers to ship out of Portland at 

$4/kg delivered. It sounds like a lot of 
money, and it is.

There were some fairly solid 
restrictions on the type of cattle 
required but none that most 
southern beef producers would find 
too onerous. I am led to believe that 
there was a maximum weight of 
350kg, steers, the cattle had to be 
polled or at least horn tipped and to 
be to a very large percentage of Bos 
Taurus heritage.

The exporter involved must have 
more confidence in the number 
of store cattle available than me, 
market numbers are very low and 
lightweight store steers with any 
reasonable breeding are snapped up 
by feed-lotters and backgrounders 
at prices ranging from $3.30 to 
$3.50/kg, even in very small drafts. 
The logistics in collating a load of 
these cattle from small producers is 
a daunting prospect, many agents 

were proficient in doing just that 
and were able to scoop the $3.50/
kg on offer when the order was 
first released, these were for local 
delivery and made the job far more 
simple, however throwing a couple of 
decks together to go to Portland was 
beyond most agent’s capabilities.

The big question in all of this is, 
are there any more boats due before 
Spring? If there are, $4 may have to 
be the starting point and how are 
the feed-lotters going to react? There 
are many whose businesses are 
reliant on turning over cattle, to do 
so they need a ready supply of store 
condition steers, if the numbers are 
sailing away on an ocean wave what 
becomes of our local feeders and the 
markets they supply?

One sure thing is that there is an 
optimum price for every commodity, 
it’s just a matter of when that upper 
limit is reached?

By MICHAEL LAMONT
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Market News & Reviews!

Go for a fortnight, add a liberal 
dose of rain, a reduction in 

numbers and what do you get? The 
answer is very easy, a beef, sheep and 
lamb market that is so skewed toward 
the vendor that those producers who 
are lucky enough or canny enough to 
have saleable stock are laughing all 
the way to the bank.

Unfortunately, the fact that some of 
those heading to the bank to deposit 
their wealth may be only paying for 
the initial investment, doesn’t matter, 

at least they’re heading in the right 
financial direction.

The lamb market has taken many 
by surprise, six or eight weeks ago, 
CIAA sold heavyweight lambs at 

Dublin for $200/head, at the time, 
like most people I discounted that 
achievement as a simple exercise of 
machismo between two buyers trying 
to make a point, the point being, 
who had the biggest testimonials. 

Now it appears that for extreme 
heavyweight crossbreds, $200 may 
be the starting point. 

Mutton is proving to be a real 
problem for processors, I am led to 
believe that they are really struggling 
for supply and there are some very 
attractive on-hook prices to be 
negotiated, producers bargaining 
from a position of strength is pretty 
unusual so jump on board while 
market numbers continue to dwindle.

Cattle prices simply speak for 
themselves, the further we delve into 
the depths of Winter the probability 
that prices will further improve 
is more than a real possibility, it’s 
almost a certainty. 

By MICHAEL LAMONT

“producers bargaining from 
a position of strength is 
pretty unusual so jump on 
board while market numbers 

continue to dwindle”

Nuclear Fuel Cycle – Committee 
for Adelaide Study Tour

With the investigation of the 
nuclear fuel cycle through the Nuclear 
Royal Commission, the opportunity 
arose to visit European countries 
which are already utilising aspects of 
the nuclear fuel cycle with a group of 
industry representatives. 

Whilst in Europe we met with 
several industry bodies who provided 
the group with an insight on all 
aspects of the nuclear fuel cycle. 
One of the key messages expressed 
throughout the trips entirety was the 
fact that the community need to be 
adequately informed and accepting 

of any proposal.
It is interesting to note, that in 

Finland the Olkiluoto Nuclear Power 
Plants and the Onkalo repository sites 
are just 15km away from the world 
heritage listed town of Rauma which 
has a population of 40,000 people.

Another aspect which I found 
intriguing in Europe was that prime 
agricultural land and communities 
were all within close proximity to 
these facilities and in fact, some 
communities competed for the 
opportunity to host nuclear facilities, 
due to the economic benefits and 
jobs for their areas.

In conclusion, there is a huge 
amount of cooperation with the 
majority of nuclear fuel cycle 

operations worldwide. Most geology 
is suitable for a waste facility site, 
however it means implementing 
different technology. All sites need 
to have a full hydrology assessment, 
seismic assessment and deep core 
drilling to investigate their feasibility. 
It needs to be stressed that 
continuous public consultation and 
public approval need to be in place 
before any developments could take 
place in relation to the nuclear fuel 
cycle. 

Until next time,
Adrian Pederick
Member for Hammond.

By 
ADRIAN PEDERICK
A Mallee Member

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.adrianpederick.com/


Upper Left: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Lower Left: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information 
courtesy of Meat & Livestock 
Australia’s National Livestock 
Reporting Service.20152014 2016

It’s a joke, Joyce!
Five surgeons are discussing who makes the best 

patients to operate on. The first surgeon, says, 
“I like to see accountants on my operating table 

because when you open them up, everything inside 
is numbered.” The second, responds, “Yeah, but you 

should try electricians! Everything inside them is 
colour coded.” The third surgeon, says, “No, I really 
think librarians are the best! Everything inside them 
is in alphabetical order.” The fourth surgeon, chimes 

in: “You know, I like construction workers...Those 
guys always understand when you have a few parts 

leftover.’ But the fifth surgeon, shut them all up when 
he said: ‘You’re all wrong. Politicians are the easiest 
to operate on. There’s no guts, no heart, no balls, no 
brains, and no spine... Plus, the head and the ass are 

interchangeable!
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The Phantom
Country footy clangers!

The Adelaide Plains Football 
League is probably administered 

by people who are selfless, hard working 
and merely doing what they feel is best 
for their competition. I do know that 
they have a board of management that 
oversees the competition as opposed 
to a more traditional set up where 
club delegates are in charge of the 
welfare of the league, so what were 
the board members thinking when 
they recommended that the Angle 
Vale Football Club be admitted to their 
competition?

Anybody with even the most 
rudimentary knowledge of local footy 
could have told them that an A7 
Amatuer League club would not blow 

the proverbial wind up the backside of 
the majority of clubs in an established 
country association.

Apart from the obvious lack of 
competitiveness, the introduction of 
an urban based club into a country 
competition is just beyond belief. I 
understand that initially a majority of 
clubs opposed the idea, however strong 
lobbying from one board member in 
particular swayed the argument, all for 
the sake of abolishing a bye. 

I do hope that the move is successful 
in the long term, as it stands there is 
little benefit for either the victors or 
the vanquished. I hope never to pick 
up the Sunday Mail again and see a 62 
goals to nil, score line again, especially 
if it happens to be those dreaded, 

bloody Magpies winning!
Short lived record!

Spare a thought for Landmark’s 
lamb auctioneer at Dublin, 

Richard Snoswell. He is filling in for 
Don Cullen who is away on leave, he 
was quite chuffed with the fact that he 
managed to sell a line of 129 crossbred 
lambs for $204/head giving him the 
record for the 2016 selling season.

Unfortunately for “Snos”, the 
record lasted barely a fortnight, CIAA’s, 
Peter Pinkerton blew the record to 
smithereens by selling 4 drafts at $200 
or better, culminating in Dick and 
Robbie Daniel, Paskeville achieving a 
whopping $218/head for 58 monster 
Suffolks. Needless to say “Pinky” was 
happy, “Snos” was not!

http://www.mla.com.au/Home
http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Low natural increase will mean herd of 
25.7 million head in 2017 

– same as 1994

Steady, as she goes!
If anybody had any doubts 

about the stability of our beef 
and lamb markets into the future, 
these graphs that highlight historical 
information and forward projections 
should at least give some reason for 
a degree of confidence.

This information has been collated 
by MLA’s, Ben Thomas, Marketing 
Manager Information and is fairly 
self-explanatory.

The first couple of graphs make 
it clear that cattle turn off is high 
and availability is sluggish, you don’t 
need an economics degree to work 
out that this is the recipe for high 
demand and solid prices. 

The most revealing information 
is contained in the graph entitled, 
“Australia vs global cattle prices”. The 
United States are our largest beef 
customer and our price increases 

and dips are inextricably linked to 
the fluctuations in the US market. 
Our ups and downs are very nearly 
a mirror image of what’s happening 
over there. 

The conclusion is that along with 
supply and demand issues, the most 
effective measure of the future of 
our beef market is the performance 
the beef market in the good ol’ USA. 

cattle turn-off at record highs

cattle availability about to drop

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Australia vs. global cattle prices

The graph that shows the 
projections for the Australian sheep 
flock is a source of wonderment for 
a lot of people. It is a surprise when 
lamb prices have been so stable over 
a long period that there has been no 
appreciable rise in the numbers of 
the national flock.

Burgeoning wool prices have only 
increased returns for traditional 
lamb breeders, still the growth of the 
flock is very minimal.

Returns have been solid and there 
has been a great amount of certainty 
in lamb prices, while our greatest 
competitor, New Zealand has had 

a far bumpier ride and has been 
plagued by the continuing expansion 
of their dairy industry.

There seems little reason why the 
solidity of the lamb industry shouldn’t 
continue into the immediate future 
and further.  
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australian sheep flock steady

Graphs courtesy of Meat and Livestock Australia

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Profile - Peter Pinkerton

I began my agency career with Bennett & Fisher Ltd in 
my home town of Kingston S.E. at the age of 16 years 

on February 10th 1964 as a Junior Office Assistant.

Two years later I was appointed Branch Bookkeeper 
before being transferred to Kingscote K.I. as a Junior 
Canvasser.

One year later I was relocated to Keith as Second in 
Charge, but within 6 months had resigned and returned 
to Kingston to work in the family butcher shop, which has 
been operational since 1888 and is still in business today.

After 6 months I returned to the agency business with 
Bennett & Fisher at Melrose.  My stay there lasted 5 years 
before being transferred to Mt. Barker Branch where I 
began to Auctioneer.

The next move was to Strathalbyn where I sold the 
Cattle, Sheep and Lambs for 5 years.

The call of the West saw me apply for an Auctioneers 
position at Katanning with Western Livestock Ltd., where 
I sold Sheep, Lambs and, for the first time, Pigs.  This was 
a major selling centre in Western Australia, however, 

after only 6 months Bennet & Fisher lured me back 
to the South East in July 1980, where I was appointed 
Auctioneer at the Naracoorte Saleyards.  

In December 1988 I resigned and formed a Private 
Agency Company in partnership with Robin Steen.

In 1994 we merged with Hamlyn & Palm another 
Private Agency and together we became Pinkerton Palm 
Hamlyn & Steen (PPH&S).

I retired in March 2008 and moved to Hallett Cove.

In April 2011 CIAA made contact with me to see if I 
was interested in selling their Lambs at Dublin, which I 
accepted and began selling on the 3rd May 2011.

I have had more the 50 years in the Livestock Industry 
and have made many friends and acquaintances and 
wish to thank everyone concerned.

My interests now beside Auctioneering Lambs at 
Dublin Saleyards is horse racing and supporting the 
Bombers in the AFL.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
AR & JK Daniel - Long Plains
21 Angus x Hereford heifers to 320c/kg, 
averaged $1,071.29 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 16/5/16

MA & LS Carter - Ardrossan
6 Angus steers to 314c/kg, averaged $959.28 per 
head at the South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 23/5/16

Kiwi Blue - Kangaroo Island
11 Angus steers to 329c/kg, averaged $1,670.45 
per head at the Southern Livestock Exchange, Mt 
Compass 25/5/16

Broughton Hill Pty Ltd - Yacka
9 Angus x cattle to 340c/kg, averaged $1,252.16 
per head at the South Australian Livestock 
Exchange, Dublin 30/5/16

Nicholls Farming - Clare
16 merino ewes made $100 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16

BJ & FA Daniel - Paskeville
58 crossbred lambs made $218 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16 

BS & BW Andrews - Moonta
40 crossbred lambs made $200 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16

Harrop Pastoral - Paskeville
40 crossbred lambs made $200 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16

Adelaide Plains Pastoral - Pinkerton Plains
25 merino lambs made $182 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16

AR & JK Daniel - Long Plains
95 merino lambs made $140 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 
24/5/16
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Burra
Andrew Butler
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Balaklava
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Strathalbyn
Tim Callery
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KW Livestock
Spalding
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Garry Willson
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Geoff Williams
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Ardrossan

Mark Carter
0418 825 673

Geoff Williams 
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CIAA
94 Old Port Wakefield Rd
TWO WELLS  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 203 131
Fax: (08) 85 203 121

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms: 0408 803 427
Peter Pinkerton: 0428 838 196
Craig Barbary: 0428 817 811
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www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

Luke Carter
0429 679 033
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Attention
Are you aware of your obligations in 

reporting destination PIC numbers for 
the animals that you buy?

The agent that you buy through & Livestock Markets Ltd 
are responsible for the transfer of animals through the NLIS 
national database, so it is imperative that we are supplied the 
correct PIC number.
Agent PIC numbers may be used, but be aware that then you 
are responsible for the transfer within a reasonable time, or 
penalties from PIRSA may apply.

Please let your agent or CIAA office staff know the destination 
PIC for your purchases before you leave the yards.

If you have any queries, please see your agent, CIAA office staff 
or Mary-Ann in the Livestock Markets Ltd office at Dublin.

For more information, please visit www.nlis.com.au

FOR SALE 
313 EWES

May/June ‘15 drop. Minta blood, March shorn. Est 
weight 40kg. Spread 32-48. Vendor bred (spent 
$1,500-$2,500 on sires. Assassin, Glanvac 3 B12 
M&TS. Tail taken out) $120 per head, negotiable.  
All enquiried to Ben Dickenson, EP Livestock and 
Real Estate, 0437 967 643

http://www.butterfieldagencies.com.au/
http://www.fleurieuestates.com.au/
http://www.platinumagservices.com.au/
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