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At last it appears as though the 
saga of the sale of S Kidman 

& Co is at an end, I suppose that it 
was inevitable that one of the barons 
of the business world would find 
the concept of owning such a large 
chunk of Australia an irresistible 
proposition.

In this case of course, it was a 
baroness in the shape of iron ore 
magnate, Gina Rinehart. In tandem 
with a Chinese minority partner 
it looked as though the deal will 
be strong enough to carry the day 
and credible enough to cruise past 
the Foreign Investment Revue 
Committee.

There’s a cynical part of me 
that thinks that the Rinehart/
Chinese partnership may be a ploy 
to strengthen the ties between the 
Rinehart interests and the Chinese 
who are among the principal 
importers of the Pilbara iron ore 
product. It may be a very clever 

strategic alliance on many fronts.
Just when you think that a 

palatable solution to the sale of 
Kidman’s has arrived along came 
another bid to muddy the waters.

Sterling Buntine, Tom Brinkworth, 
Malcolm Harris and Viv Oldfield 
trumped the Reinhardt bid and 
unashamedly played their ace card to 
perfection. Salt of the earth blokes, 
down to earth Aussies and self-made, 
it’s a case of the Australian public 
soaking up the romance of the bush 
characters and forgetting the mind 
boggling figures that this purchase 
involves.

I for one was wondering, what the 
hell were these blokes thinking?

I’m sure it’s crossed these 
formidable cattle breeders and 
trader’s minds, that cattle prices are 
at historical highs. Students of history 
will readily explain to anybody who 
cares to listen that nearly all pastoral 
fortunes have been founded on 
opportunistic purchases when either 
cattle prices were low or drought 
conditions forced the sale of vast 
tracts of land.

There are any amount of cattle 
stations that have changed hands 
over the last twenty years, Northern 
Territory and Kimberley stations were 
all the vogue when the live export 
trade was really flying, unfortunately 
the Labor federal government 
decision to suspend the trade to 
Indonesia brought a screaming halt 
to the sky-rocketing values of top end 
real estate.

The inevitable price reduction for 
beef as the national herd recovers 
makes me wonder why a collection of 
Pastoral Lease properties of dubious 
rainfall reliability is worth so much, 
the much published figure of 150,000 
cattle given in with sale, according to 
my reckoning doesn’t equate to even 
50% of the sale price.

So, Ms Rinehart has had the 
final say with the Kidman board 
recommending the sale to her 
and the Chinese bidders to their 
shareholders. 

I hope it’s not another corporate 
flirtation with rural Australia, a fully 
consummated marriage would be 
much better for everybody!

Done, finished, all done!
By MICHAEL LAMONT

More lambs from 
less land, Pg. 6-7

Profile - Daniel
Doecke, Pg. 7
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
A 65-year old woman had a heart attack and was 
rushed to the hospital.
While on the operating table she had a near-death 
experience. 
Seeing God, she asked, "Is my time up?"
God replied, "No, not at all! You have another 33 
years, 2 months and 8 days to live."
Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay in the 
hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction, breast 
implants and a tummy tuck.
She even had a hair stylist come in and change her 
hair color, and a dentist to brighten her teeth! 
Since she had so much more time to live, she figured 
she might as well make the most of it.
After her last cosmetic surgery operation, she was 
released from the hospital. 
While crossing the street on her way home, she was 
struck and killed by an ambulance.
Arriving in heaven, she immediately went to God and 
demanded, "I thought you said I had another 33 years? 
Why didn't you pull me out of the path of the 
ambulance?"
God scratched his head and replied:
 
"I didn't recognize you!"

Sadly I have observed that you 
have given more space in “The 

Independent” to that coarse, blasted 
buffoon Cedric Dagrattler.

Now, I am as tolerant in my 
opinions as any man, however the 
carry on perpetrated by Cedric has 
certainly gone beyond the pale.

It comes as no surprise that a 
Merino breeder of Cedric’s obvious 
calibre would support the export 
of our magnificent genetics, it’s the 
only way he would achieve a sale. 
Only under the influence of West End 
draught would an Australian breeder 
worth his moleskins entertain the 
thought of introducing such animals 
into their flocks.

Cedric’s obvious manipulation of 

the wool auction system comes as 
no great revelation, it is producers 
like him that caused the depression 
in the wool market in the first place.

The chaps and I were discussing 
this very point at our lodge meeting 
the other night. Whilst us pastoralists 
held sway over the supply of wool, 
prices were buoyant and returns to 
those who earned it were substantial. 
Then anybody who had a bit of land 
decided that selling wool was a way 
to make money, prices dropped due 
to this interference. Fortunately 
our champion, Sir William Gunn 
navigated a path through that and 
instigated the wool reserve floor 
price scheme.

Absolutely brilliant, selling wool to 

a buyer that was in affect ourselves. 
For my clip of 220 bales of 25 micron 
AAAM wool it was just reward for 
effort.

As for Cedric and his unfettered 
raving I will proffer a little advice. 
Yabbies always have the taste of mud, 
lobster is a far more genteel dish, just 
as graziers are far more refined than 
those who till the ground for their 
livelihood!

Yours Sincerely
Marmaduke P Littlejohn
Grassyslopes Station
Prime Dexter & Dorset Horn Studs
Home of Weedyflats Merinos &   

     Damaras 

letter to the editorletter to the editor
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Nov 7

Partly Cloudy
24/13

TUE
Nov 1

WED
Nov 2

THU
Nov 3

Showers
17/8

Partly Cloudy
18/7

Sunny
23/10

FRI
Nov 4

Sunny
24/11

SAT
Nov 5

Partly Cloudy
17/10

SUN
Nov 6

Mostly Sunny
21/12

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

The inevitable appears to have 
begun, yes prices for slaughter 

cattle have started to show the signs 
of sliding downward.

This is no revelation to 
astute market observers, 
the quality of the season 
and the resulting body of 
feed virtually guaranteed 
that there would be large numbers 
of fat cattle available for slaughter 
eventually and it appears that that 
time is nigh.

I'm tipping that the traditional 
process will happen, that is the first to 
feel the pinch will be fat heifers. $3/
kg could very well be the benchmark 

price for yearling heifers and they 
will probably have to be top notch 
to achieve that money. The usual 
domino effect will follow with steer 
and bullock prices easing to rates 
around the $3/kg liveweight. This 
prediction won't horrify producers 

over greatly, what they drop in price 
per kilogram they will most certainly 
make up with higher carcase weights. 
As usual it's a case of swings and 
roundabouts.

The interesting part of the beef 
equation is the pricing future of 
store condition cattle. The feeder 

and backgrounder sector has a life of 
its own and they have an insatiable 
desire for cattle to fill feed lots, many 
are reliant on buying a product to feed 
on and the prospect of a shortage of 
store cattle looms as a problem for 
the many dedicated feeders out there 

and a boon for any producer 
who is willing to by-pass 
finishing cattle, it's a world 
gone crazy when people are 
rewarded for producing a 
less than finished article.    

The wash up for the spring and 
summer selling season should be a 
positive for beef producers. Despite 
easing cent per kilogram prices, the 
dollars per head return should be 
above last spring and streets ahead 
of the 2014 mark!

Beef  price slide begins!
By MICHAEL LAMONT

"what they drop in price per kilogram 
they will most certainly make up with 

higher carcase weights"

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Now I don’t know for sure (Uncle 
Albert reckons I’m right) but if 

our recent letter writer is the same 
Marmaduke Littlejohn that I knocked 
out at a toffy NSW ram sale after 
party a few years ago for pinching my 
girlfriend of the day on the backside, 
then “Silvertail” is not appropriate.

I recall his nickname at the time 
was, and probably still is, “Mineral 
Man” – silver in his hair, gold in his 
teeth and lead in his backside!

And someone should advise said 
letter writer and self confessed Don 
Juan, that ladies foundation make-
up is no way to cover up that alcohol 
induced purple nose.

As for his long suffering manager 
and a plethora of overseers who 
have passed through the bark hut 
lodgings over the years – you have 
my enduring recognition for your 
intestinal fortitude.

I trust you have received some 
remuneration recently.

As for being called a “Bumpkin”!
Well Marmaduke, I would rather 

be a “Bumpkin” than a self opiniated,  
egocentrical , self centred know all, 
couch potato pastoralist, as is your 
widely and well known reputation.

On reflection,  Weedy Flat’s 
Merino’s rings a bell? – I think he was 
the said punter in the Heavy Horse 

Bar.
And another sad story related to 

Marmaduke relates to a spilt bottle 
of Scotch Whiskey – that I am assured 
the said Marmaduke actually licked 
up off the floor – says a lot about his 
character.

As for editorial advice – I am sure 
he is full of it – not that it would be 
worth listening too!

I know – I’ve run the Woop Woop 
Investigator for years!

However, I would like to pass on 
the following to Marmaduke as a 
“Peace Offering”?

“For there’s not much fear of 
hardship where all comforts are in 

store
And the theatre’s are a plenty and 

the pubs are more and more
But that ends it Mr Littlejohn, and 

it’s time to say goodbye
We must agree to differ in all 

friendship you and I
So we’ll work out our own salvation 

with the stoutest hearts we may
And in fortunes only favours we will 

take the road someday
And go droving down the Darling 
neath the sunshine and the stars

And then return to Dublin, Two Wells 
and Adelaide  and vermilionize the 

bars!”

Thanks to Lawson Vs Patterson for 
that - with a few alterations.

So now we’ve put that to bed, it’s 
time to get back to business again.

Uncle Albert and Auntie Eileen had 
a good laugh as I read the letters to 
the editor page and encouraged me 
to reply – nothing like good relatives 
eh!

Nice to see ol' mate Col McKenna 
and partners taking out the Caulfield 
Cup with the startling Jameka – but 
I’m not too sure Col kissing the bloke 
with the long curly hair splashed all 
over the newspapers did much for his 
macho image at the market the other 
day.

He assures me he thought he 
was kissing a sheila? (Not politically 
correct – but as quoted)

The Dagrattler family will be 
closely watching as Colly and Jameka 
head to the Melbourne Cup.

Aunty Ethel said she wishes you 
well too Col ! And will have 50c 
each way on the TAB close to her 
retirement home at Port Hedland.

Got to put my well educated 
Border Collie to bed so I’ll see you all 
later.

CEDRIC

CEDRIC DAGRATTLER
PURE AND UNADULTERATED 

(AS USUAL)

SILVERTAILS 
& BUMPKINS

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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As I alluded to last week the war 
has begun – and I attach some 

photo’s for your perusal from around 
the Fleurieu Peninsula recently.

For a whole lamb leg, Aldi at 
Seaford Rise on $9.49/kg, Woolworths 
Victor Harbor on 10.00/kg and Coles 
at McLaren Vale sitting on $14/kg – 
hardly a war at this stage, but where 
there’s smoke there are usually some 
flames.

Time will tell where this all goes – 
but the market is softening as supply 
increases.

The lamb market is what the 
market is – and it is, want it or not – 
coming back 10c to 20c/kg a week as 
the older heavy lambs disappear and 
the new season lambs make up the 
bulk of offerings across the country.

Supermarket discounting, while 
applauded by the majority of punters, 
will put the pressure on.

Processors for their part will be 
trying to ease the pain – but will 
equally be trying to balance works 
throughput with highly competitive 
supermarket expectations and  
strengthening competition from 
restocker interests.

Feed prospects going forward are 
exceptional and will provide many 
opportunities for the astute punter, 
however the path is fraught with 
eminent peril for the faint hearted.

Grass seed contamination of 
carcass lamb and mutton has 
just surfaced as a problem going 
forward, and will need some careful 
management practises given the 
current feed – weed – crop situation.

The further we go the bigger the 
problem will become and we all know 
that leads to significant downturns in 
dollars in the pocket.

Make some plans now to reduce 
seed contamination – slash around 
watering points if possible, slash a 
few pathways through heavy seeded 
barley grass and other grasses likely 
to contaminate your carcass lambs or 
mutton.

It is inevitable – should seed 
contamination of carcass meat 
become a processor problem, they 
will discount heavily.

There have already been some 
lambs off the Lower Mid North docked 
price wise for seed that I know of and 
probably there are more.

Meanwhile, vealer steers and 
heifers 250kg to 350kg off the mother 
are the prima donnas of the cattle 
market ranging from 340c/lwt to just 
over 400ckg/lwt in physical sales and, 
of course, fluctuate either side of that 
on a given day. Adding spice to life,  
some 230kg Angus Steer vealers on 
Auctions Plus from the eastern states 
cracked 520c/kg liveweight in recent 
weeks.

On another note,  it’s great to see 
among others, Viv Oldfield and Tom 
Brinkworth having a crack at the 
Kidman Empire. 

By my observation Tom Brinkworth 
inadvertently modelled himself on 
the Kidman founder and hasn’t  taken 
a step back since – you can bash him 
– but you can’t beat him.

For example driving that mob 
of cattle from Winton Qld to the 
Riverina – I saw them come through 
Longreach – absolutely incredible.

We can only hope the Kidman 
properties stay in Australian hands.

Cheers for now,
Traeg’s

Traeger Says

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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More lamb from 
less land

MLA is taking a new approach to how it extends 
its research and development with a pilot 

program that hinges on producers adopting practices to 
improve profitability and productivity with the guidance 
of specialist coaches.

Profitable Grazing Systems is being piloted with 95 
producers nationally and takes the traditional ‘workshop’ 
approach to a new level.

Taking the opportunity
South Australian sheep producers, the Hazel family, 

are focused on lifting stocking capacity on their Kapunda 
property, so running a local Profitable Grazing Systems 
pilot presented the perfect opportunity to hone in on 
productivity.

Fifth generation producer Robert Hazel farms in 
partnership with his wife, Lorin, and his parents, Clyde 
and Janet, at Hawkers Creek Farm. Their property, 5km 
south of Kapunda in the lower-north region of SA, has 
been in the family since 1842.

The Hazels run 650 Merino ewes and grow wheat, 
barley, beans, vetch and oaten hay. They join 250 ewes 
to Merino rams for replacement females, while the 
remainder are mated to Poll Dorset rams.

Most of the 1,100ha property is arable, so the Hazels 
finish the crossbred lambs and Merino wethers on bean 
stubble and aim to turn them off by the start of August. 
The majority are sold over-the-hooks and sometimes 
through the market at Dublin.

The family won the crossbred category of the 
2016 Thomas Foods International Booborowie Lamb 
Competition (their Poll Dorset-Merino lambs achieved a 
70.4% gain and an average daily weight gain of 276g/day, 
to dress out at 51.7%). They also sell lambs under the 
Hawkers Creek Farm brand into the Adelaide restaurant 
trade.

The value chain is an important factor, and Robert 
said the Lambex conference in Adelaide in 2014 had 
motivated the family to look for opportunities to sharpen 
the grazing side of their business.

They had started implementing strategies to increase 
production on their existing land so, when Simon Vogt of 
Rural Directions approached them to participate in the 
Profitable Grazing Systems pilot program, they jumped 
at the chance.

Making changes
The Kapunda Profitable Grazing Systems group is 

based on the Pasture Principles program, which is a 
practical guide to pasture management and rotational 
grazing principles.

“We had started changing a few things with the 
livestock side of the business, so the program seemed 
like a good opportunity to continue what we had started 
– the timing was right,” Robert said.

The Profitable Grazing Systems program targets 
improved business outcomes by taking a systems 
approach to measure, monitor and manage practice 
change. In Robert’s case, his new skills and practice 
changes will be assessed on whether the property gets 
through the traditional winter feed gap without relying 
on supplementary feeding and, at the other end, avoids 
having under-utilised feed at the end of spring.

He said the ultimate target was to increase their 
stocking rate while reducing grazing area as a way to free 
up more land for cropping. 

Turning challenges into opportunities
One challenge has been uneven grazing, so the 

Hazels now use portable electric fencing to increase 
productivity from every paddock by ensuring pastures 
and cereals are not over-grazed or under-grazed.

They also introduced dual-purpose crops in 2009 so 
they can run more sheep over winter, and strategically 
graze some grain crops.

“We plant Naparoo, a dual-purpose winter wheat 
in April and graze it once it passes the pluck test until 
around late July and then bale it for hay. This allows us 
to run the same number of sheep without decreasing 
the cropping area and, importantly, helps to bridge the 
winter feed gap,” Robert said.

Increasing the area sown to pastures or fodder crops 
ideal for baling and selling as hay also provides another 
income stream.

Hands-on piloting
Robert said the Profitable Grazing Systems program 

had provided new tools to incorporate into their 
business.

So far, the group has held two on-farm days – both at 
the Hazels’ property – and a coaching session in Clare. 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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They worked through how to use leaf emergence rates 
to develop feed budgets and using growth stages of 
pastures to calculate the optimal time for grazing.

“We have done rough feed budgets in the past, but 
these sessions reinforced that we were on the right track 
and have given us concrete information to base future 
feed budgets on,” Robert said.

The format of the pilot program, with a mix of group 
sessions, on-farm days and individual coaching, ticks the 
boxes for Robert.

“It’s taking us out of the classroom and into the 
paddock to show us how to put what we have learnt into 

practice,” he said.

The measure of success
Robert said he also appreciated the one-on-one 

advice, encouragement and information provided 
through the coaching model.

“Success, for us, will be to reduce the area grazed but 
produce the same kilograms of lamb.”

Article courtesy of Meat 
& Livestock Australia.

Profile - Daniel Doecke
I grew up on my family farm in 

Eudunda which consisted of 
cropping, sheep and also pigs. I also 
attended the local Eudunda Area 
School. 

I left Eudunda as a young lad and 
went to work in the Wilpena Pound 
at the tourist resort for a few years 
before returning home to work at 
Laucke Mills for around a year. 

I then took up a traineeship with 
Elders and went to Broken Hill for 6 
months and from there I went to Alice 
Springs for 3 months and then onto 
Mildura for 6 months, I then gained 
a full time job as the Junior Salesman 
at Elders Murray Bridge where I was 
based for a year before taking up a 

position at Elders Lameroo for 18 
months.

I then somehow managed to lose 
my licence and ended up back at 
Elders Roseworthy to enjoy a desk job 
but then was transferred to Millicent. 
During my time in Millicent I played 
football with Hatherleigh and won 
the A Grade premiership which was 
the first one in 31 years. After 18 
months at Elders Millicent I decided 
to resign and go to the UK and play 
county cricket. 

After my time in the UK I came 
home to again take up a position with 
Elders Kingston in the South East 
after 6 months I transferred to Kadina 
as the Branch Manager for 2 years 

before then moving to Nuriootpa 
and going to Elders Roseworthy at 
the Livestock Manager but after 3 
months I was promoted to Branch 
Manager for a further 3 years.

In May 2009 I left Elders to go and 
work for the newly formed Spence 
Dix and Co which is where I still am 
today. 

Whilst over in the UK I met a 
lovely lady called Kim who I am now 
married to and have 2 daughters Eve 
10 and Izzy 8. 

I still play cricket for Nuriootpa 
and have won 3 premierships during 
my time with the club and I am now 
also in my 5th year as president at 
the club. 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Chest-thumping Victorian friends 
used to tell me the Garden State's 
natural border should have followed 
the Murray from Mildura all the way 
down to the ocean, thus engulfing 
SA's Riverland, Mallee and South East 
regions. I used to think they were 
idiots…

I'm a proud South Australian and 
think my ancestors made a smart 
decision when they settled here in 
the late 1830s. Like countless other 
young professionals from SA, I was 
lured to Melbourne for greater work 
opportunities in my mid-20s and 
have since lived either side of the SA/
Victoria border.

My wife and I ultimately chose to 
swim against the tide of mounting 
migratory trend and returned to SA, 
albeit we landed just 20km west of 
Victoria at Naracoorte.

That our children now reside 
within a stone's throw of the border 
continues a connection to the South 
East/West Wimmera region which 
goes back at least six generations in 
my wife's family. When it comes to 
living near the state boundary, the 
general wisdom it that the closer 
the proximity and the greater the 
longevity, the more invisible the line 
on the map is.

But increasingly the border is very 
visible and serving as a depressing 
reminder about how we on the SA 
side are getting a raw deal out of our 

State Government.
For instance, a farmer at Apsley 

enjoys far greater access to drought 
support compared to his neighbours 
just over the border at Hynam. A 
Goroke farmer is free to grow a 
genetically modified crop, while his 
mate over the road at Frances is still 
prohibited from doing so.

If a border district farmer is 
concerned about how fracking might 
impact his land and productivity, he'd 
better hope he's at Langkoop rather 
than Wrattonbully because the 
Victorian Government has 'locked the 
gate' indefinitely on unconventional 
gas extraction. Conversely, SA 
Treasurer Tom Koutsantonis has 
told the mining community that 
the drilling equipment would be 
welcomed with open arms in SA, even 
in the South East where previous 
exploratory work has met with fierce 
community resistance.

Serviceton residents pay less for 
vehicle registrations too, compared 
to their Wolseley cousins - which is 
why farm, transport and rural services 
businesses which straddle the border 
tend to have blue number plates on 
fleet vehicles. It's also why anyone 
picking up a hire car at the Mount 
Gambier airport would have no clue 
they have touched down in SA, based 
on the dearth of SA number plates 
affixed to the Avis and Hertz vehicles 
in the car park. (SA registration costs 
won't be abating anytime soon either, 
it seems.)

If a Casterton farmer opens the 
Stock Journal at a Penola bakery 

over lunch and reads about sky-
rocketing emergency services and 
natural resource management levies, 
an outrageous South East drains tax 
and SA's crippling electricity prices, 
he'd likely drive home startled yet 
relieved to have crossed back into 
the Western District. 

And that's without even 
considering the fragile nature of SA's 
electricity supply which, especially 
in dairy and irrigation country, is 
particularly hazardous.

It's hard to imagine a ruder 
provocation of state-based envy than 
the plunging of 50,000 South East 
residents into complete darkness 
in September, while humble border 
villages like Apsley, just 10 minutes 
east of the SA/Vic line, buzzed and 
glowed the night away. Having lived 
at Apsley, I can confirm it sometimes 
feels like it is on the far western 
frontier of the Victorian empire. Yet 
increasingly, we on the SA side of the 
fence are becoming jealous of our 
West Wimmera neighbours.

And no wonder, given the 
scandalous fire-sale of our forestry 
assets, the loss of funding and 
functionality at local hospitals and 
closing local TAFE campuses.

It makes one wonder: If the SA 
Government is actually trying to 
prompt a campaign for the South East 
to join Victoria, it is doing a bloody 
fantastic job.

Being at the bottom of the 
Victorian food chain is bad, but it is 
seemingly better than being on SA's 
lowest rung.

Desperation leads to 
annexation

By 
TOM DAWKINS
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http://www.farmonline.com.au/story/3573651/farmers-face-brunt-of-drain-costs/
http://www.afr.com/business/energy/south-australian-business-faces-100pc-electricity-price-rises-20151215-glnvig
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-13/blackout-causes-dairy-drama-south-australia/7622908
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/tafe-sa-in-millicent-to-close-and-offer-courses-online/news-story/5fc5a2c2aaae5e9a1b0bfa1d2fae73b5
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/tafe-sa-in-millicent-to-close-and-offer-courses-online/news-story/5fc5a2c2aaae5e9a1b0bfa1d2fae73b5
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-02/funding-cut-to-keith-hospital-sa/7808188
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-02/funding-cut-to-keith-hospital-sa/7808188
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/tafe-sa-in-millicent-to-close-and-offer-courses-online/news-story/5fc5a2c2aaae5e9a1b0bfa1d2fae73b5
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As a comparison, Victoria's 
population is growing the fastest 
of any state in the country and its 
jobless rate is in line with the national 
average. Meanwhile SA continues 
to wrestle with Tasmania for the 
shameful claim to the nation's highest 
jobless rate. And the only thing the 
SA Government is doing anything to 
boost our regional population is to 
send more of Adelaide's prisoners to 
non-metropolitan prisons, including 
Mount Gambier's. Thanks.

The Blue Lake City's airport, which 
connects our part of the world with 
Adelaide and Melbourne, reveals 
another frightening trend whenever 
I'm hopping on or off a Rex plane. I 
can't help but notice that business 
passengers dominate the seats on the 
Melbourne service, while far more of 
the tickets punched for Adelaide are 
assigned to public servants and the 
like.

The tragedy of SA's stagnation 
isn't even that the biggest part of 
our economy is the government - a 
sure sign things are really sick - or 
that seemingly every big business (in 
Adelaide at least) is getting some kind 
of significant, ongoing inducement 
from the SA Government just to 
keep their doors open and resist the 
temptation to relocate interstate.

The saddest part of the whole 
catastrophe is that, the more of a raw 
deal South Australians get, the more 

complacent too many of my fellow 
Croweaters are about being taken for 
granted so egregiously. The passive 
submission seems worse in Adelaide, 
which unlike border regions like the 
South East, is sheltered from the 
day-to-day goings-on of our eastern 
neighbour.

Maybe the best way to offset the 
threat of more young professionals, 
small business families and labourers 
in our region moving east is to simply 
move our part of SA into Victoria. 

As an added bonus, we'd also start 
to enjoy the supposed benefits (often 
and rather ironically spruiked by the 
State Government) of being aligned 
with the eastern time-zone.

There would be natural alignments 
and benefits too: Whereas SA is 
increasingly a city-state in which 
there is a natural disconnection 
between Adelaide and the regions, 
Victoria has a significant population 
outside of Melbourne and boasts 
large, economically bustling rural 
cities. Mount Gambier (population 
29,000) is SA's second biggest city 
but in Victoria, 'the Mount' would 
only just scrape into the top 10.

And if we really want to drill down, 
we shouldn't overlook the fact that 
Victoria's Parliament has retained 
regional divisions in the Upper House. 
This means that the red leather on 
Spring St isn't effectively monopolised 
by city-based members, as occurs in 

other bicameral jurisdictions which 
elect Upper House members on a 
state-wide basis.

Sad though it is to even concede, 
the 'pros' for regional communities 
like ours in the South East remaining 
in SA seem to disappearing. And 
as the see-saw effect dictates, the 
argument in favour of our part of the 
world being annexed by Victoria are 
increasingly compelling.

Now, whether or not the South 
East (or for that matter the Mallee or 
Riverland) would ever actually set the 
requisite wheels in motion to make 
a change is best left to the crystal-
ball gazers for now. The fact that the 
'remain' case is so weak and getting 
weaker by the day is extraordinarily 
sad and indicative of the way SA's 
regional communities have been 
completely disenfranchised by the 
South Australian Government over 
many, many years.

Such a revelation should be a wake-
up call for our State Government, but 
it probably won't be. And that, alas, 
proves my point.

-Tom Dawkins

For more from Tom Dawkins, head to 
www.dawkinsforthestate.com.au.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-09/sa-regional-prisons-expanding-outwards/7014392
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-05/south-australian-government-proposes-time-zone-shift/6072388
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-05/south-australian-government-proposes-time-zone-shift/6072388
http://www.dawkinsforthestate.com.au
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Beef & Beer Pies
Ingredients
- 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
- 800g beef rump steak, trimmed & cut into
   3cm pieces
- 2 carrots, thickly sliced
- 1 celery stalk, sliced
- 1 brown onion, chopped
- 2 garlic cloves, crushed
- 2 tbsp plain flour
- 330ml bottle dark ale
- 180ml beef stock
- 2 sprigs fresh rosemary
- 200g button mushrooms, sliced
- 1/3 cup frozen peas
- 2 sheets puff pastry
- 1 egg, lightly whisked
- 4 small sprigs rosemary, extra
- steamed green beans, to serve
- steamed peas, to serve

Recipe from taste.com.au

Method
Step 1
Heat half the oil in a large saucepan over medium-high heat. 
Cook beef, in batches, for 4-5 mins or until browned all over. 
Transfer to a heatproof bowl.

Step 2
Heat remaining oil in same pan over high heat. Add carrot, 
celery and onion. Cook, stirring occasionally, for 5 mins or 
until starting to char. Add garlic and flour. Cook for 1 min 
or until fragrant. Add beer. Simmer for 2 mins. Add stock 
and rosemary. Season. Stir to combine. Bring to a simmer. 
Return beef to pan. Cover and reduce heat to low. Simmer 
for 1 hour. Add mushroom and cook for a further 15 mins. 
Discard rosemary.

Step 3
Preheat oven to 220C. Divide beef mixture among 4 x 1 
1/2 - cup capacity ovenproof dishes. Cut four discs from 
the pastry, large enough to cover each dish. Place pastry on 
dish. Brush with egg and score a hole in centre of pastry. 
Place rosemary sprig in hole. Bake for 15 mins or until pie 
is puffed and golden. Serve with steamed green beans and 
peas.

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.taste.com.au
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
Keyneton Station

Keyneton
12 heifers to $3.80/kg averaged $1,242.32 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 17/10/16

 

Broughton Hills
Yacka

7 steers to $3.74/kg averaged $1,402.47 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 24/10/16

McInerney Bros
Port Clinton

45 crossbred lambs made $142 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 25/10/16

MS & RJ Dittrich
Truro

44 crossbred lambs made $138 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

25/10/16

TJ & JN Thamm
Burra

71 crossbred lambs made $135 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

25/10/16

SP Blieschke
Melrose

6 steers to $3.88/kg averaged $1,174.00 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 24/10/16
 

G & C Pastoral
Balaklava

19 steers to $3.20/kg averaged $1,609.23 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 24/10/16

Boundrina Pty Ltd
Reeves Plains

66 crossbred lambs made $140 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin

18/10/16

Brookdale Pastoral Co.
Lower Light

82 crossbred lambs made $136 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 25/10/16

GJ & TL Gilbert
Windsor

73 ewes made $110 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

18/10/16

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Lamont Livestock Michael Lamont
0428 127 478

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Craig Barbary
0428 817 811

Craig Barbary
0428 817 811

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Andrew Butler
0407 399 772

CIAA
(08) 85 203 131

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

The Phantom
Cup capers!

Depending on when you get to 
read this, Midfield Meat principal, 
Colin McKenna will either be nervous, 
ecstatic, disappointed or rueing a 
missed opportunity to win the "race 
that stops a nation".

Some interesting facts have 
emerged about Colin's super mare, 
Jameka. She is the only horse in 
the field of 24 to actually be born 
in Australia, those of you who 
are wondering where the name 
Jameka comes from, apparently she 
reminded the trainer Ciaron Maher of 
tennis powerhouse Serena Williams. 
Unfortunately the name Serena 

was already taken so he settled for 
Serena's second given name, Jameka.

Whatever happens, it's good 
to have some local interest with a 
genuine chance to win the big race!

Maurice?
Balaklava farmer, Maurice Tiller 

is a familiar sight around the Dublin 
markets. He supplies eggs to a 
number of buyers and is a regular 
seller of prime lambs.

Maurice has been a bit 
incapacitated recently after having 
a knee replacement operation but is 
on the mend.

Buyer, Trevor Burns kindly 
supplied a photograph of Maurice 
for this publication, although a pretty 
fair likeness it does look suspiciously 
like Greengrass from the English 
police show, Heartbeat. 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

