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The 2017 selling season has 
begun and any lamb or beef 

vendor who has any gripes about 
their returns for the year so far 
should have more than a bit of a 
casual glance in the mirror and revise 
their expectations.

Last week’s lamb sale at Dublin was 
a revelation, the strength of the sale 
in the lead up to Australia Day begs 
the question about the sustained 
advertising campaign conducted by 
Meat & Livestock Australia and just 
how it has made the consumption 
of lamb a must for the majority of us 
Aussie carnivores.

I was on the MLA payroll for a 
decade and had the opportunity 
to be exposed to the propaganda 
surrounding the various advertising 
campaigns. Despite my constant 
scepticism, there is no denying the 

fact that the demand for lamb during 
the period leading up to our national 
holiday reaches dizzying heights.

Who was the advertising genius 
who decided that a washed up, 
former North Melbourne footballer 
whose greatest claim to fame is that 
he was favourite for the Brownlow 
Medal one year would be a good 
advocate in the promotion of lamb?

Whoever it was deserves the 
advertising industry equivalent of 
the Brownlow, as for Sam Kekovich, 
would a knighthood be too much? I 
doubt it!

Last week I had the great misfortune 
to visit three supermarkets in one 
day, on the rare occasions that I visit 
these retail necessities I can be found 
loitering around the meat section. 
I fancy myself as a decent judge of 
livestock on the hoof and meat on 
the hook so these things interest me 
immensely, I was very surprised to 
see a huge variation in retail prices.

Legs of lamb varied from $8 to 

$14/kg and the price of loin cutlets 
spread $18 to $29/kg, the best part 
of the lamb to eat, in my humble 
opinion, the short loin lamb chops 
were a fairly standard $20/kg across 
most outlets and looked a bargain 
in comparison to those little bony, 
frenched items. The attraction must 
be the bone that kids use as a handle?

It was great to see so much 
lamb being wheeled around in 
those direction defying trolleys, 
however the number of people 
expressing dismay at beef prices in 
the supermarket is a worry, as is the 
falling domestic consumption.

Maybe it’s time to wheel out 
one recognisable spokesman for 
beef, Sam made the eating of lamb 
a patriotic duty, someone should be 
able to make eating a steak every 
week a must do task!    

--

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Happy days are here again!
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
A good looking man walked into an agent's office in Hollywood 

and said, "I want to be a movie star." 
Tall, handsome, and with experience on Broadway, he had the 

right credentials. The agent asked, "What's your name?" The guy 
said, "My name is Penis van Lesbian." 

The agent said, "Sir, I hate to tell you, but in order to get into 
Hollywood, you are going to have to change your name." "I will 
NOT change my name! The van Lesbian name is centuries old, 
I will not disrespect my grandfather by changing my name. Not 

ever." 
The agent said, "Sir, I have worked in Hollywood for years...you will 
NEVER go far in Hollywood with a name like Penis van Lesbian. I'm 

telling you, you will HAVE TO change your name or I will not be 
able to represent you."  "So be it! I guess we will not do business 

together," the guy said and he left the agent's office.
FIVE YEARS LATER......The agent opens an envelope sent to his 

office. Inside the envelope is a letter and a check for $50,000. The 
agent is awe-struck, who would possibly send him $50,000? He 

reads the letter enclosed...
Dear Sir, 

Five years ago, I came into your office wanting to become an 
actor in Hollywood; you told me I needed to change my name. 

Determined to make it with my God-given birth name, I refused. 
You told me I would never make it in Hollywood with a name like 

Penis van Lesbian. After I left your office, I thought about what 
you said. I DECIDED YOU WERE RIGHT. I HAD TO CHANGE MY 
NAME. I HAD TOO MUCH PRIDE TO RETURN TO YOUR OFFICE, 

SO I SIGNED WITH ANOTHER AGENT. I would never have made it 
without changing my name, so the enclosed check is a token of my 

appreciation.
Thank you for your advice.

Sincerely, Dick van Dyke

Footrot 
Information Session 

Come along for an informative 

session on diagnosis, treatment 

and prevention of Ovine 

Footrot in the Mid North 

Venue: Clare Show grounds (Sheep Pavilion) 

Date and Time: 10.30am, Thursday 16th of 

February 2017 

Please register interest with PIRSA @ Clare 

8842 6222 

http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Feb 6

Rain
23/14

TUE
Jan 31

WED
Feb 1

THU
Feb 2

Partly Cloudy
25/14

Mostly Cloudy
25/14

Partly Cloudy
25/12

FRI
Feb 3

Sunny
28/16

SAT
Feb 4

Mostly Sunny
30/18

SUN
Feb 5

Rain
24/16

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

Anybody who thought that 
buyers would start 2017 

with a more cautious attitude were 
certainly mistaken.

The demand for cattle appears 
to be insatiable, the South east 
and Western districts weaner sale 
have beaten all records. Despite the 
sceptics that regularly proclaim that 
these prices can't last, buyers seem 
quite content to pay $1,000 to $1,500 
for cattle to feed on.

The fat market seems to have 
found a consistency and prices are 
now fairly predictable. 

This price consistency won't 
help domestic retail sales anytime 

soon, the buyer resistance will take 
time to overcome. Retail lamb sales 
suffered the same fate when prices 
started to regularly peak above $5/
kg in the saleyards, however the 
meat consuming public gradually 
became used to the price and lamb 
consumption remains high.

The big question remains what will 
happen to prices when cattle supplies 
dwindles during the late Autumn and 
Winter?

The lamb market has so far 
been a revelation. Many judges, 
me included were afraid that the 
amount of forward contracting that 
the processors were engaged in 
would mean that they would be able 
to control the saleyard pricing more 
effectively.

The 2017 markets so far have 

given no indication that this is, or 
will be the case, rumour has it that 
processors are scrambling to secure 
numbers and this can only be good 
news for dedicated market sellers.

Store sheep prices are buoyant, 
prices are being driven by the 
huge body of feed available, the 
consistency of lamb prices and the 
resurgence of the value of wool.

All in all this is a pretty good 
time for livestock producers, the 
immediate future looks more than 
bright. 

Lack of numbers nearly guarantee 
that there will be no downward move 
in prices until Spring, at least!

Prices start with a bang!
By MICHAEL LAMONT

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
mailto:jwsmart%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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Profile - Michael Lamont
I was born in Lameroo in 1955, I know people who 

know me will find it hard to believe, however it's 
true, apparently!

My parents were share-farming at Wilkawatt and 
the seasons weren't particularly kind, so they decided 
to change tack and in partnership with Bert Goss they 
purchased the Two Wells Meat Store.

This was a rather prescient move, my grandfather 
owned and operated that business in the late 1940's so 
my old man, Snow was an old hand at the butchering 
trade, albeit without any formal trade qualifications.

Things must have gone alright, they soon expanded 
with another shop at Virginia and had a thriving trade, 
wholesaling lamb, beef and pork into butchers and 
supermarkets in the far north of the state.

As a kid, I had no choice whether or not I was 
interested in livestock, it was a case of watching 
animals turn into meat. It didn't take long to join in the 
perpetual competition between the adults, the ability 
to judge dressed weights from live animals became a 
sport and cost me my pocket money on many occasions, 
my ineptitude was for a long time, something of a joke. 
Luckily, I was a quick learner.

I wasted as many years at high school as I could 
manage, the lure of bludging during lessons so I could 
play footy seemed pretty attractive until my dad 
decided that I should do something constructive with 
my burgeoning life, so he gave me a job. 

That didn't go as well as planned so, through some 
connections of my uncle I ended up in the offices of 
Dalgety Coles in Currie St for an interview. I had already 
been offered a position with Oates Ltd but after touring 
the Accounts, Finance, Insurance, Travel, Merchandise 
and Stock departments of Dalgety House I decided that 
the opportunities on all fronts were going to be more 
fruitful than at the then minnows at Oates.

Working for Dalgety's in the early and mid-1970's 
was a revelation, they weren't the strongest in the state 
but had a very faithful clientele and a bevy of country 
markets. I was lucky enough to work at Balaklava, 
Angaston and at the ripe old age of 16 years was 
summoned to Mr Norman White's office. Norm White 
was General Manager, South Australia and Northern 
Territory, I entered his rather palatial office pondering 
what I'd done wrong and left with a new company car 
and a position as Company Representative at Stockport, 
not to mention a $5/week pay rise and an expense 
account. Happy days!

So I spent a year driving Reg Barker and his sheep 

dealing cohorts around the countryside buying sheep, 
unloading trains and pulling eartags out of sheep and 
creating new one mark lines. 

The great benefit of this move to me was the 
monthly Stockport market, learning to present sheep 
and watching the late Peter Propsting in full flight as he 
extracted every last bid out of the gallery, this left an 
indelible impression.

Inexplicably I left Dalgety's and went home to work 
with the old man again, sadly he died and again I found 
myself in the Agency game.

A stint with Bennetts Farmers Export Division 
at Gepps Cross married up my livestock and meat 
knowledge, this led me to brief flirtations with the meat 
wholesale industry with time spent working with SA 
Meat Connection and MBL Wholesale Meat.

The lure of the agency game proved too much and I 
accepted a position with Elders Ltd, to be fair they were 
good to me but about the only thing I achieved was my 
CALM assessor’s qualifications and had the distinction 
of captaining their Country footy team to consecutive 
victories over the City side. 

I left Elders and decided that I should broaden 
my horizons, a ten year sabbatical tour through the 
Territory and Far North Queensland was a bit more than 
I planned, however I did learn a little bit.

MLA market reporter, Stock Journal columnist and 
general self-appointed guru of markets just about 
rounds out this auto-biography. 

The current chapter involves producing this magazine 
with the aid of the ever helpful CIAA girls, Kylie Kemp 
and Marnie Burt. 

Oh! By the way, if you have any wethers suitable for 
the live shipping job, I buy them now, so contact your 
local CIAA agent! 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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2017 Snaps

Daniel Griffiths auctioneering at the Dublin Cattle Market, Monday 16th January 2017.

Left: CIAA agent Richard Jones (right). 
Right: The pictured ewes were sent to Tasmania to help with the production of antivemon. CIAA agent Andrew Butler was 
also involved (not pictured)

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Moroccan Spiced Lamb with Almond Couscous
Ingredients
- 2 1/2 tsp extra virgin olive oil
- 2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
- 500g lamb backstrap
- 1 tsp each ground cumin, 
coriander, turmeric & paprika
- 1 1/2 cups couscous
- 70g flaked almonds, toasted
- 1/2 cup firmly packed italian 
parsley
- 4 fresh dates, pitted & cut into        
strips
- finely grated rind & juice of 1 
lemon

Recipe from www.taste.com

Method
Step 1
Combine 2 teaspoons oil and garlic in a bowl. Brush 
mixture over lamb. Season to taste with salt and pepper 
then scatter with combined ground spices. Heat a char-
grill pan over medium heat. Cook lamb for 3-4 minutes 
each side or until cooked to your liking. Transfer lamb to 
a plate. Cover loosely with foil and rest for 10 minutes.

Step 2
Meanwhile, place couscous in a heatproof bowl. Add 
remaining oil and 1 teaspoon salt. Pour over 300ml 
boiling water. Stir to combine. Cover and stand for 10 
minutes. Combine almonds, parsley, dates and lemon 
rind in a bowl then add 1/2 mixture to couscous, together 
with lemon juice. Season to taste with pepper. Using a 
fork, stir to combine.

Step 3
Divide couscous among shallow bowls. Slice lamb 
diagonally and place over couscous. Top with remaining 
almond mixture. Serve.

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.taste.com
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
Broughton Hills Pty Ltd

Yacka
7 heifers to $3.00/kg averaged $1,097.21 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 9/1/17

 

Ironstone Pastoral Co
Gumeracha

23 heifers to $3.91/kg averaged $839.88 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass 11/1/17

McInerney Bros
Port Clinton

29 crossbred lambs made $196 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 24/1/17

LJ Harradine
Kimba

28 crossbred lambs made $180 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 17/1/17

IA & LR Chandler
Ceduna

33 wethers made $122 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 10/1/17

BM Fels
Port Augusta

10 steers to $3.54/kg averaged $999.53 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 16/1/17
 

Atkinson Livestock
Tungkillo

6 steers to $3.57/kg averaged $1,052.77 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 18/1/17

Coolalie Feedlot
Paskeville

118 crossbred lambs made $188 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 17/1/17

Harrop Pastoral
Ungarra

42 crossbred lambs made $180 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 24/1/17

AC Heinjus Noms
Renfrew

83 ewes made $150 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange,

 Dublin 24/1/17

Jeff Emms
0408 803 427

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

Geoff Williams
Livestock

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock
SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

WCT
(08) 86 802 388

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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CIAA
94 Old Port Wakefield Rd
TWO WELLS  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 203 131
Fax: (08) 85 203 121

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

The Phantom
Kylie, gone for 

the season!
CIAA Admin Manager, Kylie Kemp 

has had a major interruption to her 
pre-season training regime. Kylie 
has ruptured her Anterior Cruciate 
Ligament and is due to go for knee 
reconstruction surgery at the end of 
the month, effectively finishing her 
chances of competing in the newly 
formed women's AFL.

The reality is that Kylie had a 
parting of the ways with her barrel 
racing horse during a leisurely 
training session.

The doctors have warned Kylie to 
stay away from riding for a full year 
after surgery, looks like there will be 
some fat horses at the Kemp farm for 
a while!

Scrub hangs up 
his boots!

After a lifetime as a livestock 
buyer, Graham "Scrub" Forrest has 
called it a day.

Scrub most recently bought 
shipping wethers for EMS after a 
long and illustrious career buying for 

many of the large players in the South 
Australian meat processing world.

His position with EMS has been 
filled by former market reporter, 
Michael Lamont, pundits are divided 
about how well he will handle 
actually doing something, rather 
than just observing what others have 
done.

Time will tell! 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

