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All of this prosperity surrounding 
the livestock industry is just 

a little bit scary for a large group of 
people who have been associated 
with the marketing of stock for a long 
time.

I don’t want to sound like the 
Grinch who stole Christmas but, 
everything seems too good to be 
true. The prices achieved for cattle, 
sheep and lambs have been nothing 
short of miraculous.

Before all of the smarties jump up 
and down, yes I do realise that the 
prices being attained now have just 
come in line with inflation over the 
last thirty odd years. Despite the fact 
that in reality, steak is not expensive 
and that lamb chops are priced 
exactly where they should be, there 
is an underlying feeling that saleyard 

prices must retreat.
There seems to be no livestock 

commodity that can be bought 
cheaply. Are we just experiencing a 
“perfect storm” or are we going to 
see feral goats selling for $7/kg over 
hooks for the foreseeable future?

The prevailing sentiment around 
the saleyards from the buyers is that 
it just can’t last, they say this in one 
breath then knock each other over in 
the pursuit for lambs at $160 to $220, 
old ewes at $100/head and any type 
of cattle from $3/kg liveweight.

I’m sure that the buyers/
processors will eventually take 
control once more, but it appears 
that they are going to suffer a fair bit 
of pain in the interim. The danger for 
producers lies in the all too present 
fact that the processors will simply 
reduce slaughter space, the numbers 
will become less critical for them and 
prices will inevitably stumble and fall.

This result is surely not unexpected, 

the problem then for producers is that 
when more numbers are generated 
the processors will be less able to 
handle them, resulting in more price 
reductions.

I feel a bit sorry for the plight of 
processors, in their defence they have 
been calling for sheep producers in 
particular to increase the size of the 
national flock. The numbers game 
and the consequences of not being 
able to supply the requisite numbers 
for slaughter could have a detrimental 
affect that could dog the industry for 
many years to come.

I’m not trying to be alarmist, more 
like being a realist. The old saying 
“what goes up, must come down” is 
an unfortunate truism in the industry 
we occupy.

So, by all means, “make hay while 
the sun shines” but spare a minute to 
have a little look at what tomorrow 
may bring!

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Is this as good as it gets?

CIAA invests in new sheep 
saleyard at Crystal Brook
Pg. 4

It's a record for 
lamb prices
Pg. 5
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
A first-grade teacher, Ms Brooks, was having trouble

with one of her more precocious students. 
 The teacher asked, 'Harry, what exactly is your problem?' 

 Harry answered, 'I'm too smart for the 1st grade. My sister is in the 3rd grade 
and I’m smarter than she is! I think I should be in the 3rd grade too!' 

 Ms. Brooks finally had enough. She took Harry to the principal's office. 
 While Harry waited in the outer office, the teacher explained the situation to 
the principal. The principal told Ms. Brooks he would give the boy a test. If he 
failed to answer any of his questions he was to go back to the 1st grade and 

behave. She agreed. Harry was brought in and the conditions were explained 
to him and he happily agreed to take the test. 

 Principal:  'What is 3 x 3?'
 Harry: '9.' 

Principal: 'What is 6 x 6?' 
 Harry: '36.' 

   And so it went with every question the principal thought a bright 3rd grader 
should know. The principal looks at Ms. Brooks and tells her, 

 'Y’know I reckon Harry can go to the 3rd grade' 
But Ms. Brooks is still sceptical of the little bugger and says to the principal, 

'Not so fast, let me ask him a few questions.' 
 The principal and Harry both agree. 

 Ms. Brooks asks, 'What does a cow have four of that I have only two of?' 
 Harry, after a moment: 'Legs.' 

Ms Brooks: 'What is in your pants that you have but I do not have?' 
 The principal wondered why would she ask such a question! 

Harry replied: 'Pockets.’ to the Principal’s great relief…..
Ms. Brooks: 'What does a dog do that a man steps into?' 

Harry: 'Pants.' 
By now, the principal is sitting forward with his mouth hanging open.

 Ms. Brooks: 'What goes in hard and pink then comes out soft and sticky?' 
 Now the principal's eyes open really wide and before he could intervene, 

Harry replied, 'Bubble gum.' 
 Ms.  Brooks: 'What does a man do standing up, a woman does sitting down 

and a dog does on three legs?' 
 Harry: 'Shake hands.' 

 The principal is now trembling with apprehension as Ms. Brooks asks the last 
question……

Ms. Brooks: 'What word starts with an 'F' and ends in 'K' and indicates a great 
deal of heat and excitement?'

 Harry: 'Firetruck.' 
The principal breaths a huge sigh of relief and tells the teacher,

"Put the little bastard in 5th-Grade, I got the last seven questions wrong 
myself..."

letter to the 
editor

letter to the
 editor

Dear Editor,
Firstly I would like to congratulate 

you on getting rid of that dreadful 
Traeger fellow, he was certainly a 
barnacle on the backside of progress 
for your publication. Well done!

Now you've had the bouquet, it's 
time for the brick bat. 

How could you publish a letter from 
a person so obviously ill-informed as 
Mrs Lamikins.

To assert that beef and lamb are 
expensive commodities is a load of 
unmitigated tripe. I'll have Mrs Lamikins 
know that in 1974 I had to sell 21 prime 
steers to enable me to buy a new 
Landcruiser ute, I recently purchased 
a 2017 model Landcruiser ute and had 
to spend the returns from 60 steers to 
fund the exercise.

I'll bet that Mrs Lamikins drives 
a nice little car and I'll bet that she 
hasn't harangued the car makers for 

consistently lifting their prices. 
The opinions of over educated, 

urban dwelling, mis-guided luddites 
should be kept out of the public arena 
and I strongly advise you to desist from 
giving these people any traction by 
publishing their errant thoughts!

Yours faithfully 
Marmaduke P Littlejohn
Grassyslopes Station

http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Mar 6

Sunny
29/16

TUE
Feb 28

WED
Mar 1

THU
Mar 2

Mostly Sunny
35/22

Sunny
34/20

Sunny
33/16

FRI
Mar 3

Partly Cloudy
31/19

SAT
Mar 4

Sunny
32/18

SUN
Mar 5

Sunny
31/17

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

For the last four months I have 
marvelled at agents paying 

obscene amounts for store condition 
crossbred and Merino lambs. 

I confess to making snide and 
derisive comments about 
the wisdom of paying over 
$100/head for lambs to 
feed on, now I feel more 
than a little contrite.

This will come as no 
surprise to a lot of people, 
I know nothing!

The strength of the lamb market 
since the beginning of the new year 
has been nothing short of astounding, 
I can't fathom how processors can 

keep operating when some industry 
insiders candidly admit that they are 
losing money hand over fist.

This doesn't bode well for the 
immediate future of the lamb 
market, when the situation becomes 
critical enough for processors to 
drop slaughter days and rumours of 
abattoir closures in the eastern states 

are rife, then it's difficult to see how 
these rates can be maintained.

The price of slaughter mutton is 
equally as buoyant as the lamb job, 

live export wethers are currently 
being bought from $120 to $140/
head and store sales have been 
through the proverbial roof.

If you add the wool returns to the 
lamb and mutton returns, it probably 
makes for attractive reading on 
producer's profit and loss statements.

Those producers with cattle to sell 
should feel pretty satisfied 
with their results so far 
this year.

The chances of any 
significant easing any time 
soon seems to be remote, 
however the spring may 
bring some different 

attitudes and results.
Until then sell, sell, sell!

20/20 hindsight would be nice

By MICHAEL LAMONT

"This doesn't bode well for 
the immediate future 
of the lamb market"

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
mailto:jwsmart%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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CIAA invests in new sheep saleyard at 

Crystal Brook
A new 10,000-head capacity 

sheep and lamb saleyard 
will be built at Crystal Brook by 
Combined Independent Agents 
Association (CIAA), bolstering the 
State’s livestock industry.

Support from a $115,000 Upper 
Spencer Gulf and Outback Futures 
Program grant has enabled the go-
ahead for the project, with work on 
the site to begin in April, completed 
by August and the first sale expected 
in September 2017.

Combined Independent Agents 
Association (CIAA) is the State’s 
biggest livestock agency, and 
director Wayne Hall said the saleyard 
investment was an indication of 
the confidence it has in the sheep 
industry.

“The South Australian livestock 
industry is the real winner – there’s 
nothing better than selling options”, 
Mr Hall said.

“What we saw was a need for 
our clients to have access to the 

The Balaklava Racing Club’s 
Stock & Land Race Day will 

be held at Balaklava racecourse on 
Wednesday 22th March 2017.

This race day will be a fantastic 
way to showcase your products 
& services to the very people 
that you are trying to target. In 
a relaxed social atmosphere you 
can talk candidly & casually about 
your product or service to Farmers 
and rural residents from the Yorke 
Peninsula, Adelaide Plains, Mid 
North, Clare Valley & Barossa Valley 
regions.

The fully inclusive day includes 
entry and a race book and boasts 

market place in a store selling 
complex, which had been previously 
unavailable.

“The demand was there for our 
clients to have the opportunity to 
buy and sell in a complex that’s easily 
accessible, modern and simple.

“The strength of the CIAA, which 
is now the biggest livestock agency 
in SA, requested that we got in 
control of our own destiny by having 
our own selling centre.

“We have very good indications 
from our clients and sources across 
SA and overseas that the sheep, 
lamb and wool industry is going to 
be solid well into the future.”

The CIAA group has more than 
50 agents linked to the business 
throughout SA and Broken Hill, and 
expects to hold six to eight lamb 
and sheep sales each year –possibly 
more on demand - at the Crystal 
Brook sale yard.

The new sale yards are expected 
to draw in livestock from CIAA clients 

an exquisite hot buffet lunch, with 
Coopers Fine Ales, Taylors Wines, 
Aussie Cider and Schweppes soft 
drinks in our exclusive corporate 
function area in the betting ring 
with exclusive tote facility and big 
screen.

It is anticipated over 500 farmers 
and local residents will attend 
spending the day inspecting the 
various Trade Sites and talking with 
Company Reps over lunch while 
enjoying the racing. This whole day 
will have a very unique atmosphere 
and we would like to invite you to 
be involved on the day.

from far and wide including Eyre 
Peninsula, the Northern Agricultural 
and Pastoral areas of the state, as 
well as Broken Hill, New South Wales.

“We have a very good prime 
selling complex at Dublin where 
finished livestock can be sold and 
now we will be able to complement 
that with an up to date store selling 
complex – it is great news for our 
clients and for the future of the 
livestock sale industry,” Mr Hall said.

Mr Hall said the new saleyard 
complex had been made possible 
through the collaborative efforts 
of CIAA, Regional Development 
Minister Geoff Brock, PIRSA and 
local council representatives.

“The $115,000 grant through the 
Upper Spencer Gulf and Outback 
Futures Program and the extensive 
support in design and approvals 
from local authorities has been 
tremendous in getting this project 
off the ground,” he said.

Balaklava Stock and Land Race Day
22nd March 2017

Eat, drink and be there!
Anybody who hasn't had a day out at 

the Balaklava Races has missed out on a 
fun filled day.

A lot of people mistakenly believe 
that a day at the gallops entails a lot of 
gambling, for most people the opposite is 
generally true. There are many would be 
punters who find that they lose track of 
times and race results because they are 
too busy having a yarn.

Yes, the Balaklava races is a great 
social day out, forget the Balaklava Cup 
meeting, this coming week's Adelaide 
Plains Cup meeting and the Stock and 
Land day coming up next month are the 
race meetings to be where you can relax 
and mix with like minded people and 
maybe even back a winner if you're so 
inclined. If not, a drink, feed and a yarn 
are just the recipe for a good day out.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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It's a record for lamb prices
Last week’s extraordinary rally in lamb prices 

saw the Eastern States Trade Lamb Indicator 
(ESTLI) hit a new record in nominal terms. With such 
hot prices in the trade lamb space, it’s a good time 
to take a look at other sheep and lamb categories, 
and how far they are from a similar record price.

Figure 1 shows the ESTLI just tipped last the 
previous record last week.  Almost in the exactly 
the same week in 2011 the ESTLI reached 663¢/kg 
cwt, a mark beaten by 3¢ last week, with a 50¢ rise 
putting the ESTLI at 665¢/kg cwt.

It’s very interesting to note the ESTLI has now 
set its last two price records at a time of year 
when prices are usually on the rise, but not at the 
traditional seasonal peak.  We all know that lamb 
prices usually peak in winter. 

The extraordinary summer levels seen in 2011 
and now 2017 have both been driven by exceptional 
spring conditions, which saw a lot of lamb finish 
early, and more lambs being held to build the 
flock.   In both instances processors, and the trade 
in general, have been caught by surprise by the very 
tight lamb supply.

Despite very tight sheep supply and record lamb 
prices, the National Mutton Indicator (NMI) hasn’t 
yet managed to surpass the record set a little later in 
the year in 2011 (figure 2).  The NMI currently sits at 
432¢/kg cwt, 40¢ short of the 472¢ set on the 23rd 
of March 2011.

Like the ESTLI, the National Merino Lamb Indicator 
has just reached a record, eclipsing the 2011 high by 
3¢, to sit at 587¢/kg cwt.

One category that is well and truly at record highs 
are restocker lambs.  The restocker lamb indicator 
is at 746¢/kg cwt, 26¢ above the previous record 
(figure 3).  However, in dollar per head terms the 
national restocker indicator is at just $106/head, 
$13 dollars below the record. 

Restocker lambs are lighter this time, with the 
average weight in March 2011 being 16kgs cwt, 
while last week it was 14.4kgs.  

Article courtesy of 
Mecardo - Expert 
Market Analysis

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Stir-fried chilli lamb with brocollini 
Ingredients
- 500g lamb strips
- 2 tbsp oil
- 1 small onion, cut into wedges
- 3 cloves garlic, crushed
- 1 small chilli, finely chopped
- 1 bunch brocollini, cut into even
sized pieces and cut horizontally

- 2 tbsp beef stock
- 1 tbsp soy sauce
- 1/4 cup Kecap Manis sauce
- steamed rice to serve

Recipe from www.beefandlamb.com.au

Method
Step 1
Combine the lamb strips with half of the oil.

Step 2
Heat the wok, ensure it is hot. Stir-fry the lamb strips 
in 3 batches, reserving each cooked batch to rest in a 
warm bowl. Reheat wok between each batch.

Step 3
Reheat the wok, add remaining oil and heat. Add 
onion, garlic and chilli and stir-fry for 1-2 minutes. 
Add the brocollini and water and stir-fry for 2-3 
minutes.

Step 4
Return the lamb to the wok, add the soy and Kecap 
Manis, toss to combine.

Serve immediately with steamed rice

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.beefandlamb.com.au
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
BH & SM Davey

Pine Point
18 steers to $3.90/kg averaged $1074.14 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 13/2/17

 

PD & NJ Murray
Port Lincoln

25 steers to $3.64/kg averaged $1,154.64 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin 20/2/17

DG & PE Avery & Sons
Alford

33 crossbred lambs made $220 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 21/2/17

BS & BW Andrews
Moonta

85 crossbred lambs made $216 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 21/2/17

Currahills 3
Curramulka

12 crossbred lambs made $200 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 21/2/17

Bourne Engineers Pty Ltd
Cunningham

25 steers to $3.74/kg averaged $1,106.07 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 6/2/17
 

WG Fuss & Sons
Cummins

26 heifers to $3.75/kg averaged $1,187.56 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 15/2/17

SE & JL Weckert Family Trust
Brinkworth

30 crossbred lambs made $220 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 21/2/17

Harrop Pastoral
Paskeville

30 crossbred lambs made $202 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 14/2/17

LC Bubner Noms
Ceduna

29 merino wethers made $150 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange,

 Dublin 14/2/17

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

WCT
(08) 86 802 388

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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CIAA
94 Old Port Wakefield Rd
TWO WELLS  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 203 131
Fax: (08) 85 203 121

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

CRYSTAL BROOK
Peter Hill

0408 085 332

The Phantom
The politics of 

markets!
It's marvellous how the presence of 

a new buyer in the market can induce 
behaviour that wouldn't normally be 
observed at the saleyards.

Midfield Meat have been an 
intermittent player at the Dublin cattle 
sale over the years, however their buyer 
in the person of Brett McKenna has been 
a regular visitor over recent weeks.

I'm certain that Brett has no intention 
of dominating the sale and would 
probably be content to plug away and 
buy a few bulls, cows and manufacturing 

cattle.
His presence has spurred some long 

time buyers into a battle where the only 
winners are the vendors.

Long may this continue!

Tex sponsors more 
girls!

We don't like to perpetuate rumours, 
however CIAA's Tex O'Brien is too good a 
target to miss.

Tex had great success as the major 
sponsor for the Long Plains, A grade 
netball premiership side in 2016, it 
must have gone to his head because it's 

rumoured that he has taken on a similar 
role with the Adelaide Crows women's 
AFL team.

A great many wags around the 
saleyards have suggested that Tex should 
feel right at home having been a strong 
supporter of a team of girls since the 
Crows inception in 1990!

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

