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It's been a lucrative couple 
of years for cattle producers, 

especially those who were fortunate 
enough to have breeding numbers on 
hand. Sadly, it appears that the boom 
is coming to its inevitable conclusion.

The signs of significant price 
reductions are already showing, gone 
are the heady days when top class 
vealers were tipping over the $4/kg 
liveweight mark. Similar style cattle 
are now more likely to peak at $3.50/
kg and further price reductions are 
likely.

I don't like to be the harbinger of 
doom, however it appears likely that 
$3/kg will be an exceptional price not 

the expected price that it seems to be 
now, unfortunately this will happen 
sooner rather than later.

The cattle prices attained over the 
last couple of years in Australia have, 
according to the experts been out of 
kilter with the rest of the world and as 
long as we rely on the export market, 
prices will have to correct to return to 
parity with the main players.

It's not all doom and gloom, the 
Free Trade Agreements recently 
completed with Japan, China and 
South Korea will soften the blow. 
Reducing tariff protection in these 
markets will offset price falls to a 
certain extent, however prices for 
young cattle will more likely settle in 
the $2.50 to $3/kg region.

Lamb and mutton prices on the 
other hand appear to be headed for 

a buoyant future. The numbers of 
sheep in Australia can't keep up with 
the insatiable demand of processors.

Prices for mutton on-hooks exceed 
$4/kg, hoggets are $5/kg and lamb 
prices, although fluctuating are still 
selling in the $6+ region, add this to a 
very solid store demand and shipping 
wethers selling to $140 and the job 
looks pretty rosy.

Despite the negative outlook for 
cattle, prices will still be strong enough 
for beef producers to show a decent 
profit, lamb producers will carry on 
regardless and wool producers will 
continue to salivate over the prices 
that the Chinese buyers are willing to 
pay.

The news is not all bad! 

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Is this the end of  the 
cattle boom?

Profile - Marnie 
Burt, Pg. 4

Serving up dining 
solutions,
Pg. 5
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
A Jewish man was leaving a convenience store with his 

espresso when he noticed a most unusual Italian funeral 
procession approaching the nearby cemetery.

A black hearse was followed by a second black hearse about 
50 feet behind the first one. Behind the second hearse was a 
solitary Italian man walking a dog on a leash. Behind him, a 

short distance back, were about 200 men walking in single file.
The Jewish man couldn't stand the curiosity. He respectfully 

approached the Italian man walking the dog and said: "I am so 
sorry for your loss, and this may be a bad time to disturb you, 

but I've never seen an Italian funeral like this. Whose funeral is 
it?"

"My wife's."
''What happened to her?"

"She yelled at me and my dog attacked and killed her."
He inquired further, "But who is in the second hearse?"

“My mother-in-law. She came to help my wife and the dog 
turned on her and killed her also.”

A very poignant and touching moment of Jewish and Italian 
brotherhood and silence passed between the two men.

The Jewish man then asked "Can I borrow the dog?"
The Italian man replied, "Get in the line."

letters to the editorletters to the editor
Dear Editor,

Once again, thank you for your most eloquent and 
educational magazine.

It is a revelation to read matters pertaining to the livestock 
industry that can be easily understood by the lay-person.

Despite your best efforts to make the industry 
understandable to the average man or woman in the street, 
there are a few expressions that require some clarification.

What is a yo-yoing market situation, what is store 
condition stock and who are all of the so called experts that 
you often refer to?

If you could supply these answers it would be greatly 
appreciated.

Yours faithfully
Ted & Dorothy Lamikins 
Unley Park

Dear Mr & Mrs Lamikins,
Thank you for your kind words, I hope some brief 

explanations will help.
 Yo-yoing markets describes the all too familiar scenario 

where numbers are low one week and prices rise, the 
following week producers flood the market with numbers 
chasing the high price only to find that there is a price 
reduction, the next week they withhold the supply due to 
disappointment only to have the market lift again and so it 
goes.

Store condition stock is the term used for animals that 
are not in good enough condition to slaughter, these are 
usually sought by those wishing to feed them on until fat.

So called experts are a diverse bunch, they can be former 
or current agents, farmers or even casual market attendees, 
the only prerequisite seems to be that they have their 
backsides firmly attached to a rail and have loud opinions. 
Livestock buyers never fit into the category of so called 
experts because everybody knows that they know as little 
about market trends as the drover's dogs.

Regards
Ed  

http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Mar 27

Partly Cloudy
23/14

TUE
Mar 21

WED
Mar 22

THU
Mar 23

Showers
27/16

Partly Cloudy
22/14

Partly Cloudy
26/15

FRI
Mar 24

Partly Cloudy
28/17

SAT
Mar 25

Partly Cloudy
27/15

SUN
Mar 26

Partly Cloudy
28/17

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

The one sure thing about the 
market is that you can never 

be confident about being on a sure 
thing.

Fluctuations in the lamb market 
are nothing new, $5/
head up or down is just 
a fact of life, however 
when fluctuations of 
$20 to $30/head occur 
you can be assured that 
auctioneers, agents 
and vendors are in for 
bumpy ride.

One curious thing about the lamb 
market is that crossbred lambs have 
been the subject of the fluctuating 

prices, whereas Merino lambs have 
been relatively unaffected by the yo-
yoing prices.

The sheep market at Dublin has 
been a source of pleasure for vendors 
selling old ewes and wethers. 
Processors are literally screaming 
out for mutton kill, wether prices are 
being underpinned by the live export 

price and store sales have been 
extraordinary, despite a slight hiccup 
at the last Jamestown sale where 
mated ewe values eased up to $30/

head.
Prices for cattle are on a gradual 

slide right across the country, the 
falls aren't dramatic, however they 
are tipped to ease up to 30% from 
the peaks of 2016.

The first evidence that confidence 
in the cattle job is waning showed 
when the Dublin calf sale this week 

showed the first signs of 
weakening. Despite this 
prices remain high and 
pundits still shake their 
heads at some of the 
figures paid.

All in all, it has been 
a reasonable couple of 

weeks for sellers with the prospects 
for winter looking good! 

Mixed fortunes for vendors!

By MICHAEL LAMONT

"Dublin has been a source
 of pleasure for vendors selling 

old ewes and wethers."

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
mailto:jwsmart%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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Profile - Marnie Burt
I was born on December 17th 1994 and I have lived in 

the Mallala area for nearly my entire life. I attended 
Mallala Primary School as a child, and then went on to 
Balaklava High School.  

When I was 15 and still in high school I got my first 
job working at the Mallala Hotel as a kitchenhand & 
waitress.  Only a year after I started my first job I landed 
my second – working in the Owen Arms Hotel also as a 
kitchenhand and waitress.  I left my job at the Mallala 
Hotel in early 2013 as I was offered a job weighing cattle 
at the South Australian Livestock Exchange. However, I 
continued to work at the Owen Arms Hotel, where I got 
my Responsible Person & Gaming Manager badges so 
that I could pick up more shifts.  

It was in mid-2014 that I came to hear that CIAA had a 
casual position available for an administration assistant.  
I applied and was accepted, and so began my career 
with CIAA.  I continued to work for both CIAA and Owen 
Arms Hotel until last year.  In July 2016 I left the Owen 
Arms Hotel as I had picked up more hours with CIAA. 

The trend of picking up hours with CIAA continued 
– I was offered a full time position beginning in January 
2017, which I eagerly accepted.  I currently manage the 
CIAA website and help Michael Lamont put together this 
newsletter.

For most of my life I lived in my childhood home near 
Barabba.  When I was 19 I moved to Gawler, mostly just 
to see if I could deal with living out of home.  However, 
I was only there for a year when my brother bought a 
house in Mallala and convinced me to move in with him.  
Thankfully he works away, so I don’t have to put up with 
him too often.

I’ve recently started playing netball in my spare 
time – which was a shock to my friends and family, as 
I despised it as a child.  I now play mixed netball on 

Tuesday nights, and through winter I play for the Hamley 
Bridge Bombers. 

I look forward to working with CIAA for many years to 
come and learning more about the industry.  

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL (08) 85 292 432 OR 0409 553 864

MONDAY - CATTLE 8.00am, CALVES 9.30am
TUESDAY - LAMBS 8.30am, FOLLOWED BY SHEEP

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.saleyards.info/public/saleyard/index.cfm?Saleyard=Dublin&saleyardID=48
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Article courtesy of Meat 
& Livestock Australia.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Spicy Beef Enchiladas
Ingredients
- 1 avocado, halved, peeled
- 1 large tomato, finely chopped
- 2 1/2 tbsp olive oil
- 1 brown onion, halved, roughly chopped
- 400g can kidney beans, rinsed, drained
- 1/4 cup loosely packed chopped fresh
coriander
- 400g premium beef mince
- 1/4 tsp cayenne pepper
- 8 enchilada tortillas
- 1 1/4 cup shredded cheddar
- 1/3 cup light sour cream

Recipe from www.taste.com.au

Method
Step 1
Place avocado in a bowl and mash. Stir in tomato.

Step 2
Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a non-stick frypan over medium-high 
heat. Add onions and cook for 5-6 minutes. Add kidney beans 
and cook for further 5-6 minutes. Stir in 1 tbsp coriander. 
Set aside.

Step 3
Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a saucepan over medium-high 
heat. Add mince and cayenne pepper. Cook, stirring, for 
3-4 minutes. Stir in 1 tbsp coriander. Divide mince among 
tortillas. Sprinkle with cheddar and fold in half. 

Step 4
Heat remaining oil in a non-stick frypan over medium heat. 
Cook tortillas for 1-2 minutes each side.

Step 5
To serve, spoon bean mixture among plates. Top with 
enchiladas , avocado mixture, sour cream and coriander.

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://taste.com.au
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
RH & CY Davey

Pine Point
13 steers to $3.84/kg averaged $934.75 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 27/2/17

 

Balquhidder JV
Cassini

28 steers to $3.65/kg averaged $1,216.44 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass 15/3/17

NP & BP Saegenschnitter
Truro

30 crossbred lambs made $194 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 7/3/17

TR Keech
Gulnare

53 crossbred lambs made $175 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 28/2/17

IG Williams
Kapunda

103 wethers made $159 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 28/2/17

JS & MA Teusner
Cunningham

9 heifers to $3.79/kg averaged $1,324.01 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 15/3/17
 

Bourne Engineers Pty Ltd
Cunningham

11 cows to $2.42/kg averaged $1,486.52 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/2/17

BS & BW Andrews
Moonta

73 crossbred lambs made $190 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 7/3/17

Harrop Pastoral
Paskeville

42 crossbred lambs made $170 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 14/2/17

Bethelrei
Bethel

10 ewes made $127 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange,

 Dublin 28/2/17

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

Wardle Co
(08) 86 362 351

Jeff Emms
0408 803 427

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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CIAA
94 Old Port Wakefield Rd
TWO WELLS  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 203 131
Fax: (08) 85 203 121

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

CRYSTAL BROOK
Peter Hill

0408 085 332

The Phantom
CIAA Office has 

moved!
In recent weeks you may have noticed 

a new building appear next to canteen at 
Dublin Saleyards. 

Well we can now announce this is the 
new home of CIAA. 

CIAA decided it would be more 
beneficial and easier to have its office 
located at the saleyards on a full time 
basis. 

Kylie and Marnie have now all but 
moved in and are working from the new 
location.

They are still waiting on a few small 

jobs to be completed like the phone 
lines, so in the interim please call them 
on their mobiles 

Kylie – 0409 304 186
Marnie – 0419 828 511

Stock and Land Race 
Day

It's on again! The annual race day 
at Balaklava is a must for stock agents, 
clients and buyers.

For those that haven't had the 
pleasure of attending I urge you to give 
it a go. The food is delightful, the beer is 

cold and the fashions on the field have in 
the past been quite eye-popping. 

Of course the behaviour of the 
attendees of this day has always been 
exemplary (what goes to the races stays 
at the races), however The Phantom 
should be able to bring you some 
snippets of titillating gossip in our next 
edition. Cheers!  

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

