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It coincides with the cold and 
flu season, has a negative effect 

on country footy sides and is a 
delight to agronomists and chemical 
companies. Yes, it's "Diesel Fever", 
that peculiar disease that infects 
farmers around this time of the year.

The grain growing fraternity is 
huge, the amount of investment 
in land, either owned, leased or 
share-farmed and machinery is 
incomprehensible to many people in 
the non-agricultural community. 

Even to those of us who work in 
the broader agricultural world are 
sometimes mystified by the sheer 
scale of cropping operations and the 
amount of money required to mount 
a modern farming programme.

This year has really highlighted the 
different mindset of people within 
the agricultural world, we're one 

decent rain away from seeing the 
annual sell off of lambs bought in to 
feed off stubbles.

Agents will hear from clients 
saying "these bloody lambs have to 
go, we're too busy to muck around 
with them". This is, of course the time 
when many unfinished lambs hit the 
market and those meat companies 
who buy those lighter, lean lambs will 
have a ball.

I have often pondered but never 
understood, "cockies" aversion to 
sheep. I have covered a fair portion 
of the north and west of the state 
over the last few weeks and have 
heard nothing but whingeing about 
grain prices and don't even get them 
started on last year's hay results.

Those cockies who still run a few 
sheep are ecstatic with their returns, 
the price of lamb, mutton and wool 
ensure a very nice profit, thank you 
very much.

Despite this undeniable fact, 
of the hundreds of farmers I have 

spoken to in the last couple of weeks, 
not a single, solitary one of them was 
going to run a few more sheep.

Almost without exception, every 
property I entered over the last 
fortnight was a hive of activity, 
preparation for seeding was under 
way. One poor bugger lamented that 
he was way behind because his air-
seeder wasn't ready to go. This was 
in mid-March, he should have been 
lamenting the fact that he didn't have 
more sheep because I'd just paid 
him $137/head for bare shorn, boat 
wethers.

I know it takes all kinds to make a 
world, unfortunately the cocky that 
runs a few ewes is rapidly becoming 
a rarity, hopefully there will be a 
few young blokes who come to the 
realisation that there's more to 
farming than sitting on their collective 
backsides in an air-conditioned 
tractor!

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Diesel Fever epidemic on its way!

Cattle price fall, 
not just yet!

Pg. 3

Attention 
Vendors! 
Pg. 4
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
A farmer has 895 sheep. 

Realising that this is quite a lot of sheep for one farmer, and 
Jess the sheepdog is getting a bit old, he decides that he’ll 

probably need a new dog – maybe a whole team of dogs – to 
round that many sheep up.

So the next day the farmer goes to the pet store.  He looks 
around at the various herding dogs – they seem very fit, but 
young and untrained. The shopkeeper asks the farmer if he 

would like some help.
“Why yes,” says the farmer, “I need a team of sheepdogs to 

help round up my flock.  I have a lot of sheep, and I just don’t 
think that any of these dogs would be up to the task.”

The shopkeeper says, “I’ve got just the thing!” and leads the 
farmer to the back room where there is a single sheepdog 

waiting. 
“Are you sure?” asks the farmer, “I have so many sheep and I 

don’t think that just one dog can round them all up.”
“I’m sure,” says the shopkeeper, “this is a very intelligent dog. 
He has been extremely well-trained and has skills unlike any 

other dog that I’ve ever seen.”
“It’s true,” says the dog, “I know six languages, eight martial 

arts and I have a degree in engineering.”
The farmer, suitably impressed, decides that this is the dog that 

he needs.
That afternoon, the farmer and the dog walk together up the 

hill and from the top they can see the entire flock covering the 
fields.

“Well,” says the farmer, “I’d like you to round up all of these 
sheep.”

“Absolutely,” replies the dog, “you have nine hundred sheep.”

A modern day great, 
departs!

There are some people in the stock agency 
business who have been able to span generations 
and despite working for a single company all of 
their careers can claim genuine mateship across 
the whole agency world.

Gary Nowlan died recently after a long and 
debilitating illness, he was a staunch Elders man 
and loyal to the end.

Despite this, he was a man who commanded the 
respect and friendship of people throughout the 
agency business, regardless of the colour of their 
shirts.

Gary was always free with his invaluable advice, 
many aspiring young agents and auctioneers 
benefitted from a quiet word with one of the 
modern stock agent greats.

Gary leaves a legacy of integrity and his humour 
won't soon be forgotten. Our condolences to his 
family.

Vale Gary: It's not the colour of the shirt you 
wear, it's the calibre of the man inside the shirt!

http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Apr 10

Partly Cloudy
18/12

TUE
Apr 4

WED
Apr 5

THU
Apr 6

Mostly Sunny
24/15

Partly Cloudy
26/15

Sunny
27/17

FRI
Apr 7

Mostly Sunny
28/18

SAT
Apr 8

Mostly Sunny
26/13

SUN
Apr 9

Showers
16/12

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

My recent prediction that cattle 
prices were on the decline 

missed the mark substantially.
In fact, since that 

bold prediction prices 
have done the opposite. 
Quality young cattle have 
led the charge with the 
shortage of supply really 
having an uplifting effect.

The mountain calf 
sales in Victoria displayed the 
insatiable appetite that feeders and 
restockers have for cattle.

I'm sticking to the prediction that 
prices will decline, however just 
when is another question.

The real news is about sheep 
meat, lamb prices continue along 
their merry way but it is the price of 
mutton that is making real waves.

On-hooks prices to processors 
around the $4.50/kg mark aren't 
uncommon and wethers for the live 

export job are returning $120 to 
$140/head and rumour has it that 
the boats will be arriving with some 
regularity.

There is plenty to like about 
cattle and sheep prices, but spare 

a thought for any pig producers. 
Feed grain prices are so low that pig 
feeders should be making a good 
dollar, however the pig market is 
so depressed that there are stories 
about some producers sending pigs 
straight to meat meal production.

Auction prices as 
low as $1/kg live weight 
have been recorded and 
life is tough in the pork 
industry. 

Prices for pork haven't 
declined much in the 
butcher shop, maybe it's 
the only product that 

butchers can get a decent profit out 
of?  

Cattle price fall, not just yet!
By MICHAEL LAMONT

"lamb prices continue along their 
merry way but it is the price of 

mutton that is making real waves."

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
mailto:jwsmart%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke


219 Carslake Road,  DUBLIN  SA  5501 www.ciaa.com.au

4

The centrepiece of the state 
government’s $550M taxpayer 

funded plan to fix the electricity 
crisis that it created is to spend 
$360M to build a brand new 
250MW gas power station. 
Sounds great, but unfortunately 
in their documents it is clear 
that they are not going to 
build a base load gas generator (like 
Torrens Island or Pelican Point), but 
a peaking plant which only provides 
electricity in short bursts to prevent 
load shedding and blackouts when 
demand is likely to exceed supply.

Again, sounds great, but there are 
already five of these plants in SA (two 
in Adelaide, Hallett, Mintaro and 
Penola) with a combined capacity 
in excess of 750MW and they are 
under-utilised. Why doesn’t the 

government contract one or more 
of these plants to use their available 
capacity at the government’s request 
rather than building a sixth one? 
The new one won’t be ready for 
about two years, but these ones are 

available to help right now. Doing this 
would make far more efficient use of 
existing capacity rather than building 
even more. Doing this would achieve 
the same results more quickly and 
save taxpayers a massive amount of 

money.
Getting us out of the 

electricity mess that has 
been created over the last 
decade is not going to be 
easy, but it’s not impossible. 
Announcing big spending 

may look like a lot is being done, but 
digging into the details can often offer 
better results. Electricity consumers 
and taxpayers are the same people 
and they shouldn’t pay any more 
than absolutely necessary.

Electricity woes
By 
DAN VAN HOLST 
PELLEKAAN
Dan's the Man

"...would achieve the same results 
more quickly and save 

taxpayers a massive amount 
of money."

Attention Vendors!
As of April 1st 2017, expiation fees 

relating to incomplete sheep & lamb 
NVDs and untagged sheep & lambs 
will be enforced.

Therefore, to avoid unneccessary 
fines, please read over the following 
checklist and ensure that you have 
completed each step.  If you are 
unsure of anything at all relating to 
this checklist, please contact your 
agent for clarification.

NLIS SHEEP - VENDOR'S CHECKLIST

1) Obtain an LPA NVD with the 
pre-printed PIC for the property the 
sheep are being consigned from.

2) Check all sheep shortly before 
or at loading that they are tagged and 
fit to load.

3) Replace any missing tags with 

either a breeder tag on Vendor Bred 
Sheep (preferably with the correct 
year of birth colour) or a pink post-
breeder tag with the PIC for that 
property and also if Non Vendor Bred.

4) If any sheep were purchased or 
born on a different property, write all 
PICs on tags attached to those sheep 
on the NVD under 'PICs on ear tags/
brands' or attach a pink post-breeder 
tag to all sheep and write that PIC 
on the NVD under 'PICs on ear tags/
brands' to show that post-breeder 
tags have been used.  Also answer 
the question about PICs under the 
description box.

5) Complete the rest of the NVD 
completely.

ADDITIONAL NOTES
1) On sheep & lamb NVDs, question 

1 is "Have these sheep or lambs been 
raised consistent with the rules of an 
independently audited QA program 
on the property the PIC of which is 
shown above?".  If you answer YES 
to this question, you must write the 
details in the given space.

2) On sheep & lamb NVDs, question 
3 is "Were all of these sheep or lambs 
bred by the owner or vendor?".  If you 
answer NO to this question you must 
tick the box below relating to how 
long you have owned the sheep or 
lambs.  If you obtained the sheep or 
lambs at different times, tick the box 
corresponding to the most recent 
purchase.  This is stated on the cattle 
NVD, but not the sheep & lamb 
NVD, and there seems to be some 
confusion surrounding this question.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Which restockers are behind young cattle 

price lift?
Anecdotal reports of revived restocker activity 

within the young cattle market suggest that 
recent rainfall may have given a boost to prices along 
the Eastern seaboard. But does the underlying data for 
the Eastern Young Cattle Indicator (EYCI) show this to be 
the case and if so, is it evenly spread across the Eastern 
states? Is just a simple glance at the broad restocker 
activity all that is needed to give a robust picture of 
the market or is it central to beef analysis to delve a bit 
deeper into the figures?

Certainly recent discussions with livestock agents 
reveal that restocker activity in their area is on the rise 
and a Meat and Livestock Australia news report from 
last week somewhat confirmed the trend. Indeed, as 
figure 1 highlights, the percentage of EYCI stock sold 
to restockers as a proportion of total EYCI sales for the 
2017 season has been on a fairly clear upward trajectory. 
Although looking at restocker purchases in terms of 
percent of supply doesn’t necessarily indicate increased 
nominal volumes are being purchased by restockers, 
but that the proportion of restocker purchases is higher 
when compared to cattle purchased by feed lots and 
processors.

Using the underlying 
EYCI data we are also 
able to filter and analyse 
specific components of 
the broader EYCI market 
to determine if the 
robust restocker demand 
this season is stemming 
from a particular region. 
Separating EYCI restocker 
purchases into northern 
and southern saleyard 
groups, with Dubbo 
saleyard marking the 
mid-way point between 
North and South, we 
can assess how evenly 
distributed the restocker 
activity is along the East 
coast.

During February 
the volume of cattle 
purchased by restockers 

at Northern sale yards on a weekly basis peaked near 
7,000 head (double the volumes of the ten-year average 
during this time frame, but similar to levels seen during 
last season). Restockers in Southern sale yards have seen 
weekly volumes peaking at around 1,200 head during 
March, which is nearly 2.5 times the volumes normally 
seen at this time of year – according to the pattern set by 
the ten-year average (Figure 2).

Taking a look at the price spread patterns for Southern 
and Northern sale yards we can see that there are some 
stark differences between restocker activity in each 
region. Figure 3 shows that Southern restockers have 
been happy to pay a premium spread above the EYCI 
trending along the top of the normal seasonal range 
and peaking last week at 8%, equivalent to 687¢/kg cwt. 
In contrast, Northern restockers are paying a premium 
spread in the lower end of the normal range and below 
the seasonal average level for this time of year at 2%, 
equivalent to 649¢/kg cwt – figure 4.

Article courtesy of 
Mecardo - Expert 
Market Analysis

http://www.ciaa.com.au


219 Carslake Road,  DUBLIN  SA  5501 www.ciaa.com.au

6

Roast Pork Belly with apple sauce
Ingredients
- 1/2 cup sea salt
- 1 tbsp fennel seeds
- 1 tsp five-spice powder
- 1 cinnamon stick
- 1.2-1.5kg pork belly, skin scored
- 2/3 cup caster sugar
- 100ml cider vinegar
- 6 Granny Smith apples, peeled, cored &

chopped
- 1/2 lemon, juiced
- salad leaves, to serve

Recipe from www.taste.com.au

Method
Step 1
Preheat oven to 200C.

Step 2
Place salt, fennel seeds, five-spice powder and cinnamon in 
a spice grinder or mortar and pestle and grind to a powder. 
Rub all over the pork and refrigerate overnight.

Step 3
Place pork on a roasting rack over a roasting pan. Pour boiling 
water in the tin and roast for 45 minutes, then reduce heat 
to 180C and cook for a further hour.

Step 4
Remove pork from oven, cover loosely with foil and rest.

Step 5
To make the apple sauce: Heat sugar and cider vinegar in a 
saucepan over a low heat until the sugar has dissolved. Add 
apple and cook, stirring, until softened.

Step 6
Stir in the lemon juice and serve warm with the roast pork 
and salad leaves.

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://taste.com.au
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
MJ & LM Vanstone

Port Pirie
6 steers to $3.42/kg averaged $1,319.52 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 20/3/17

 

St Vincents Pty Ltd
Sellicks Hill

7 steers to $3.45/kg averaged $1,644.47 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass 29/3/17

BJ & FA Daniel
Paskeville

37 crossbred lambs made $200 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/3/17

G & A Baker
Dublin

30 crossbred lambs made $192 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/3/17

JS & RF Wood
Kybunga

23 merino ewes made $151 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 21/3/17

Broughton Hills
Yacka

8 steers to $3.58/kg averaged $1,449.36 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 26/3/17
 

BD Simpson
Jamestown

8 heifers to $3.77/kg averaged $1,269.63 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 29/3/17

AJ Hall
Mintaro

11 crossbred lambs made $194 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/3/17

Harrop Pastoral
Paskeville

67 crossbred lambs made $190 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/3/17

PM & MA Fry
Mt Bryan

45 merino ewes made $143 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange,

 Dublin 27/3/17

Peter Hill
0408 085 332

Fleurieu Estates
0477 007 773

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Andrew Butler
0407 399 772

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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CIAA
219 Carslake Road
DUBLIN  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 292 007
Fax: (08) 85 292 010

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

CRYSTAL BROOK
Peter Hill

0408 085 332

The Phantom
Joyriding sheep!

There was a bit of commotion at the Dublin saleyards 
late last week. A ute and trailer full of sheep were being 
pursued by a police paddy wagon with lights ablaze and 
siren blaring.

Operation Poach was in full flight, our boys in blue 
were doing what they do best. Apprehending sheep 
rustlers!

Unfortunately it was in broad daylight and there 
happened to be a camera crew on the scene.

Yes, it was just a video being produced by SAPOL!
Move along please, nothing to see here!

Add a bit more to the 
account!

There's no doubt that Midfield Meat's principal, Colin 
McKenna's horse Jameka has an ever increasing fan club 
around the saleyards at Dublin.

And why wouldn't she? Col's mighty mare ran a very 
gallant second in the Australia Cup where it could be 
argued that the barrier draw beat her, then to help the 
cause she brained a high class field to win the Group 1 
BMW in Sydney.

From all us who managed to win a few bob on her, 
thanks!

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

