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Lack of  feed drives prices!

If you're like me and spend a fair 
amount of time wandering around 

the countryside talking to agents 
and cockies, you'll soon get into a 
conversation about the feed situa-
tion.
Most of the areas of South Australia, 
with the exception of the South-east 
appear to be suffering from rapidly 
diminishing paddock feed resources.
The most striking evidence of the 
feed shortage can be witnessed at 
the Dublin cattle market of a Mon-
day morning. Special Store cattle 
sales have been an absolute rarity 
over the last few years, however 
this calendar year there seems to be 
a Store sale every couple of weeks 
with the numbers available per sale 
on the increase as well.
Most of the cattle offered have been 

pastoral bred and despite the feed 
conditions, they have been pre-
sented in reasonably fresh, forward 
store condition.
Buyers have supported these sales 
and prices have defied the trend 
set in the fat sale where prices have 
tumbled 30% or more over the last 
six months.
Similarly, the lamb and sheep mar-
kets have been well supplied with 
numbers, even if the quality offered 
sometimes leaves a bit to be desired.
Lamb and mutton prices have been 
steady without being spectacular. 
There have been a few external fac-
tors that have had an influence. The 
fire at Thomas Foods, Murray Bridge 
works has had some effect on the 
numbers being yarded at Dublin but 
what effect it has had on prices is 
debatable.
Thomas foods, buyers still play a 
prominent role on the rails at lamb 
and sheep sales and despite the 

catastrophic blow to their business 
they have continued to buy.
It has been a very strong perfor-
mance under what is certain to be 
difficult and trying conditions for the 
TFI management group.
The main challenge facing sheep, 
lamb and cattle producers remains 
the feed situation. The demand for 
mated ewes seems to have abated 
to a large extent and older sheep 
that have been in such high demand 
over recent years have been left lan-
guishing.
The one great cure for all of the wor-
rying sell off of stock numbers is an 
early, strong opening of the season 
with widespread rains throughout 
the state.
Watch out if this happens, finding 
breeding ewes of any kind or store 
cattle to put out will be like finding 
the proverbial needle in a haystack!  

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Local Livestock Carriers lend 
a hand to cart a very special 
herd, Pg. 6-7

Australia's advantage 
as US lamb production 
declines - Pg. 4
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
Mar 12

Partly Cloudy
26/17

TUE
Mar 6

WED
Mar 7

THU
Mar 8

Sunny
26/17

Mostly Sunny
30/20

Sunny
30/20

FRI
Mar 9

Sunny
30/20

SAT
Mar 10

Sunny
30/18

SUN
Mar 11

Partly Cloudy
27/18
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
Two aliens landed in the Arizona desert near a gas station that 

was closed for the night. They approached one of the gas pumps 
and the younger alien addressed it saying, "Greetings, Earthling. 

We come in peace. Take us to your leader.”
The gas pump, of course, didn't respond.

The younger alien became angry at the lack of response.
The older alien said, "I'd calm down if I were you."

The younger alien ignored the warning and repeated his 
greeting.  Again, there was no response. Annoyed by the 

pump's haughty attitude, he drew his ray gun and said gruffly, 
"Greetings, Earthling. We come in peace. Take us to your leader 

or I will fire!"
The older alien again warned his comrade saying, "You probably 

don't want to do that! I really think that will make him mad."
“Rubbish!” replied the young alien, then aimed his weapon 

and opened fire. There was a huge explosion. A massive fireball 
roared towards him and blew the younger alien off his feet and 

threw him in a burnt, smoking mess about 200 yards away into a 
cactus patch..

Half an hour passed. When he finally regained consciousness, 
he refocused his three eyes, straightened his bent antenna and 
looked dazedly at the older, wiser alien who was standing over 

him shaking his big, green head.
"What a ferocious creature!" exclaimed the young, fried 

alien. "He damn near killed me! How did you know he was so 
dangerous?"

The older alien leaned over, placed a friendly feeler on his crispy 
friend and replied, "If there's one thing I've learned during my 
intergalactic travels, you never ever mess with a guy who can 
loop his penis over his shoulder twice and then stick it in his 

ear."

Know a great joke?
Send your jokes in to 

theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming issue!

Market News and Reviews!

I don't like to tell you "I told you 
so", however The Independent 
tipped last year that cattle 

prices would decline by 30% and 
sadly, we were right.

As much as we don't like being 
the harbingers of doom, there are 
positives to come out of the falling 
price regime, feeder buyers and 
restockers have really come to the 
fore and opportunities abound for 
good operators.

As always with the livestock 
market, it all comes down to 
numbers. Dry conditions throughout 
Australia has enforced the need for 
producers to reduce numbers, this 

coupled with the Australian dollar 
hovering around the high 70 cents 
to 80 cents places a lot of pressure 
on processors to operate.

A sharp reduction of numbers 
would have an immediate and 
beneficial effect.

The lamb market has been 
solid, many pundits were spruiking 
the opinion that on-hooks prices 
would reach $7/kg and beyond in 
early 2018, they have been bitterly 
disappointed.

By the same token, lamb prices 
around the $6/kg carcase weight 
aren't too shabby!

I think that the sleeping giant at 
the moment is sheep prices. While 
mutton prices have been steady, 
there is a very good chance that 
they will escalate and escalate in a 

rapid fashion.
At present numbers are readily 

available, however there is an 
upsurge in activity on the live export 
front with several boats loading in 
March, add to this the chance of an 
early break in the season and you 
could easily see a "perfect storm" 
whereby the demand outstrips 
supply by a large margin.

All in all, the livestock industry is in 
a healthy state, like most producers, 
I look forward to 2018 with a great 
deal of optimism!    

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Platinum Operations spreads 
wings with recent acquisition!

The Platinum group has added 
the South Australian Livestock 
business to its increasingly 
impressive portfolio of South 
Australian based agri-business 
interests.

SAL has been a proven 
performer with a strong history 
in South Australia and Platinum 
intends to continue this history 
with SAL still trading as such with 

their network remaining intact.
SAL clients can be buoyed by 

the knowledge that it is business 
as usual and the SAL staff can 
look forward to a long period of 
stability and growth.

Platinum Operations 
management are looking to 
cement the group's position as 
a major force in the livestock 
marketing industry!

By MICHAEL LAMONT

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
http://www.mla.com.au/Home
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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Australia's advantage as 
US lamb production declines

Market watch – domestic 
cattle and sheep markets

Australian producers are well-positioned to 
capitalise on an increasing demand for imported 
lamb in the US.

Key points
• US lamb production is in long-term decline, as reliance 
on imports increases.
• US wholesale lamb prices remain above year-ago levels, 
although below the mid-2017 peak.
• Australia’s share of imports is on the rise, while New 
Zealand’s share falls.

An increasing reliance on imported lamb in the US, 
combined with a production shortage in New Zealand, 
puts Australian lamb in the sweet spot in the lead-up to 
the high-demand Easter period.

In the last 20 years, the US sheep breeding flock has 
declined by 1.78 million head, or 32%, to 3.83 million 
head. The estimated US lamb crop for 2017 was 3.2 million 
head, representing a fall of 50,000 head since 2016. The 
fall continues the long-term trend of declining production, 
which is expected to continue in 2018.

Australian lamb accounted for 77% of US imports in 
2017, while New Zealand had a 23% market share. Though 
year-to-date imports are steady, Australia is stretching 
ahead of New Zealand imports. As of 9 February, Australian 
imports were up 9.5%, while imports from New Zealand 
were down 25%.

Imports contribute roughly 60% of total lamb 
consumption in the US, driven by increased availability 
and a consumer preference for imported product. The 
Easter holiday marks a traditional spike in 
retailer marketing and higher consumer 
demand for lamb in the US. This year, 
Steiner expect lamb merchandising to be 
similar to 2016, as Easter falls on 1 April.

Prices for imported lamb from Australia 
and New Zealand are up compared to 
this time last year. For the week ending 
12 February, large Australian lamb racks 
(cap off) were up 18.6%, to US$9.84/lb, 
while smaller racks were up 31% on last 
year. The US Department of Agriculture’s 
Mandatory Price Reporting System lamb 
cut-out value peaked in the US midway 
through 2017, and has since been in 
steady decline – in part due to the seasonal 
increase in heavy lambs hitting the market 
in Australia and, more recently, a seasonal 

Lower female slaughter saw beef carcase weights 
increase in 2017, offsetting the decline in slaughter. 
Poor seasonal conditions slowed the sheep flock 
rebuild during winter and early spring, followed 
by a late break in the season, which revived some 
restocking activity.

Cattle
In December 2017, Australian adult cattle slaughter 

totalled 504,453 head (ABS), back 3% year-on-year. 
This brought the national kill for the calendar year 
to 7.16 million head, down 2% from the 2016 total. 
Despite the dry conditions experienced in winter and 
spring the herd rebuild remains underway, particularly 
in the south, reflected in lower female proportion of 
slaughter nationally.

In SA, the female proportion was 34% for the 2017 
calendar year, down 7 percentage points from 2016. 
NSW and Victoria both decreased by 3 and 2 percentage 
points, to 47% and 57% respectively. Queensland’s 
female proportion remained firm on 2016, at 40% of 
the state’s annual kill. Female slaughter is expected to 
remain in rebuild territory in 2018, if weather permits.  

On the back of lower slaughter numbers in 
December, production for the month totalled 150,762 
tonnes carcase weight (cwt) – similar to year-ago 
levels. This took total production for 2017 to 2.13 
million tonnes cwt, an increase of 1% from 2016.

The national monthly average carcase weight for 
December was 298.86kg cwt, up 2% year-on-year. 
The average carcase weight for the calendar year 
was 297.61kg, an increase of 3% from 2016. This was 
largely driven by a lower proportion of female cattle in 
the national kill. Another driver for this increase was 
the record numbers of cattle on feed in 2017, with 
three consecutive quarters over one million head  
(March, June and September).

Lamb
In December, national lamb slaughter totalled 1.71 

million head, back 15% year-on-year. It is important 
to note that this is off the back of two historically high 
December totals in 2015 and 2016. December 2017 
was more closely aligned to 2013 and 2014 levels, 
and just 4% lower than the five-year average for the 

pick-up in US slaughter lamb supplies. 
New Zealand slaughter poised to fall, with Australia set 

to fill the void
A media release from Beef + Lamb New Zealand last 

week stated above average December quarter slaughter 
has resulted in fewer available sheep and lambs available 
for processing in New Zealand in the new year.

Recent Australian sheep and lamb slaughter, on the 
other hand, is comparable to year-ago levels. Higher 
Australian production relative to New Zealand is reflected 
in US import figures, with Australia well-positioned to take 
advantage of the upcoming Easter holiday period.

Growing appetite for lamb in the US
Lamb remains a niche and ‘unfamiliar’ protein to almost 

40% of US consumers, driven by the lack of familiarity, 
taste concerns and limited knowledge on how to prepare 
it. However, US consumers are progressively increasing 
their willingness to try lamb, particularly the millennial 
generation. 

Australia, as the dominant supplier to the US, is 
currently benefiting from the strong growth in demand 
for lamb in fast food and casual dining. This is driven by 
changing demographics, a strong US economy supporting 
a growing foodservice channel and a shift in demand for 
more convenient and affordable lamb options such as 
lamb burgers, meatballs and kebabs.

• MLA is working with the US-based Steiner 
Consulting Group to provide a monthly report on the US 
lamb market, including domestic production trends, prices 

month of 1.78 million head. This brought the national 
total lamb kill for 2017 to 22.4 million head, down 2% 
from 2016 levels.

A very dry winter and start to spring slowed flock 
rebuilding efforts, with many producers having to 
turn off stock, and a surge in processing during 
these months as a result. A late break in the season 
and above-average rainfall across many key sheep 
producing regions during December revived restocking 
activity and encouraged producers to carry over stock 
to reach heavier weights.

Following lower slaughter numbers, Australian lamb 
production for December was 37,548 tonnes cwt, 18% 
lower than year-ago levels. This brought the total for 
the year to 509,221 tonnes cwt, similar to 2016. The 
national lamb carcase weight for December was the 
lowest monthly average recorded since September 
2016, at 21.95kg. The average for the calendar year 
was similar to 2016 at 22.72kg.

Sheep
The opposite trend was true in sheep, with December 

slaughter up 18% year-on-year totalling 656,096 
head. However, a reduced ewe flock in 2016 meant 
this comparison was from a lower base. Compared 
to the five-year average for the month, December 
2017 was down 12% - with the aforementioned 
seasonal conditions influencing producers’ rebuilding 
intentions. Total Australian mutton slaughter for 2017 
was 7.54 million head, up 8% from 2016.

Mutton production in December increased 14% 
year-on-year to 16,233 tonnes cwt, reflecting the rise 
in slaughter. Total production for the year reached 
188,434 tonnes cwt, up by 11% from 2016. The 
average carcase weight for December was 24.74kg, 
back 3% year-on-year. This may reflect the poorer 
seasonal conditions seen, throughout the country. 
The national average for the 2017 calendar year was 
24.96kg, up 2% year-on-year. 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Local Livestock Carriers lend a hand 
to cart a very special herd

Recently the call went out on social media that 
Herd of Hope needed a carrier to cart its 40 

cattle from the Barossa Valley to Narrandera NSW. 
The post on Facebook reached 20,000 people and 

even was shared as far as Germany! But it was local 
livestock carriers DF & E Kemp & Son – Roseworthy 
who answered the call and have offered to donate 
their services to cart the very special load of cattle 
for Herd of Hope. 

DF & E Kemp & Sons Kenworth 908 will roll out 
of the Barossa Valley on Thursday 8th March 2018 
bound for Narrandera loaded with the 40 head of 
cattle which will be walked along the iconic Bondi 
Beach on Saturday 17th March 2018.

When asked why they supported this cause Peter 
Kemp commented “If you were ever affected by 
organ donation you would hope everything would 
be done to support you. Our support is getting the 
herd to Bondi - that we can do!” 

So for those of you that are wondering what is 
Herd of Hope? Here’s a little background. 

Herd of Hope is the brainchild of Megan 
Mcloughlin (Willoughby) who received a double 
transplant (kidney/pancreas) in 2010. Herd of 
Hope is a cattle drive in Sydney for organ & tissue 
donation awareness. Stockmen on horseback will 
visit Bondi Beach with a mixed herd of Australian 
cattle. 

Each of the stockmen has been directly 
connected to a life-changing organ transplant and 
the cattle drive will promote organ donation across 
Australia, and support regional transplant care and 
services. Funds raised through the Herd of Hope will 
go towards areas identified by recent University of 
South Australia research. These include establishing 
regional transplant and donor family care nurses 
and providing therapy for families and recipients. 

Some of the stockmen involved are Jim and Tom 
Willoughby who are well known stockmen from 
SA also along with Dave “Charge” Messenger who 
himself has been the recipient of an organ donation 
will help to walk to hear along the beach. 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.ciaa.com.au
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Spot the Faces!

Another magnificent photo from the CIAA scrapbook - taken at the old Gepps Cross yards - how many faces can you put names to?

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.ciaa.com.au
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
Boundrina Pty Ltd

Reeves Plains
6 steers to $2.90 per head averaged $1,133.72 

per head at the South Australian Livestock 
Exchange, Dublin 5/2/18

 

A & D Hinchcliff
Parkside

15 steers to $2.89/kg averaged $1,195.44 per 
head at the Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass, 7/2/18

GP & HE Curnow
Lower Light

49 crossbred lambs made $226 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin, 6/2/18

Lagoona Trading
Kimba

24 crossbred lambs made $188 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin 12/2/18

Coolalie Feedlot
Paskeville

20 wethers made $135 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange,

Dublin 12/2/18

Bellow Hill Nominees P/L
Stockport

6 steers to $2.78/kg averaged $1,065.72 
per head at the South Australian Livestock 

Exchange, Dublin 19/2/18
 

CJM Trading Nominees P/L
Birdwood

10 steers to $2.79/kg averaged $1,392.21 per 
head at the Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass, 28/2/18

McInerney Bros
Port Clinton

45 crossbred lambs made $195 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin, 6/2/18

NR Parsons
Kimba

78 crossbred lambs made $187 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

6/2/18

Nicholls Family Trust
Saddleworth

15 wethers made $132 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange,

Dublin 6/2/18

Fleurieu Estates
0477 007 773

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Tex O'Brien
0418 835 156

Tandoorah 
Pastoral Co

Jeff Emms
0408 803 427

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

EP Livestock
0408 126 144

SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

Beef, Blue Cheese & Grilled Pear Salad
Ingredients
- 500g Grass Fed Beef Rump Steak

- 1 tablespoon olive oil

- 6 Beurre Bosc pears, cored, quartered

- Olive oil, extra, to brush

- 120g Baby Rocket

- 4 radishes, thinly sliced

- 1/2 red onion, thinly sliced

- 75g blue cheese, coarsely chopped

- 1/3 cup pecans, toasted, coarsely chopped

- Balsamic glaze, to serve

Recipe from www.taste.com.au

Method
Step 1
Heat a barbecue grill or chargrill on high. Drizzle 
the steaks with oil. Cook for 3 mins each side for 
medium or until cooked to your liking. Transfer 
to a plate and cover with foil. Set aside for 5 
mins to rest. Thinly slice.
Step 2
Meanwhile, lightly brush the cut sides of pear 
with a little extra oil. Cook on the grill for 2 mins 
each side or until lightly charred.
Step 3
Arrange the beef, pear, rocket, radish, onion, 
blue cheese and pecan evenly on serving plates. 
Season. Drizzle with balsamic glaze to serve.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.ciaa.com.au


BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772

GP Livestock
ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

KW Livestock
SPALDING

Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

Willson Livestock

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural

FLINDERS RANGES
Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

Nathan Trethewey
0427 395 571

Tom Wurst
0428 592 210

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

MALLALA
Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

CRYSTAL BROOK
Peter Hill

0408 085 332

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

ALICE SPRINGS 
David Eagleson
0419 925 033

Andrew Carcary
0428 271 799

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Mark Carter & Co

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Keilem

CIAA
219 Carslake Road
DUBLIN  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 292 007
Fax: (08) 85 292 010

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511

Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
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The Phantom
An epidemic of good behaviour!

There's been a very strange behavioural pattern happening in the livestock industry lately, there's been an 
outbreak of good behaviour!

This is an historical first and is unprecedented. Fancy people being nice instead of devious, rude, underhand and 
abusive. Did somebody alert the political correctness police?

Better than Lotto!
It's pretty well known that a few of our high profile are heavily  and successfully involved in the thoroughbred 

racehorse industry.
At a recent lamb sale, a producer was overheard asking one of the high profile processors about one of his 

horses.
He asked how the horse was going and whether there was any truth that the horse had been sold.

The reply was to the affirmative and when the producer asked how much the steed had realised for the owners, 
the processor said that it was for a nice sum, "like winning Lotto, he said, twenty times over".

That answered that question! 

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

