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Drought? Not yet anyway!

Are you getting tired of the 
prolonged dry conditions that 

seems to be torturing most farmers 
and graziers across South Australia? 
Well, so am I.

Just when things were skipping 
along nicely, along comes good old 
“Mother Nature” and ruins one 
of the most buoyant periods that 
livestock producers have seen for 
decades, perhaps ever.

Cattle prices at record prices, very 
strong returns for lamb and mutton 
and the sky-rocketing price of wool 
has been a revelation.

The problem is that 2018 so 
far has been a bust on the rainfall 
front, in most areas of the state 
and Australia wide as far as that is 
concerned.

The price of cattle has been the 
most affected by the dry, thousands 
upon thousands of young cattle 
and calves have been sold as stores 
through the Dublin cattle sale in 
recent months simply because 
the feed reserves aren’t abundant 
enough for producers to seek any 
other options. Northern pastoral 
properties have been hardest hit 
and those who “bit the bullet” early 
fared much better than those who 
chose to hang on and hope.

Prices around the $2.70 to $3.20/
kg lwt for well bred weaner steers 
and bulls during March and April 
and $2.30 to $2.60 for heifers at 
least offered some consolation 

to beleaguered pastoralists. 
However, recent sales have seen 
prices, especially for heifers spiral 
downwards at an alarming rate.

Finished cattle seemed to have 
found a level and steers at $2.50 to 
$3.00 and heifers returning $2.20 to 
$2.65/kg seems to be a reasonable 
level of reward, but it doesn’t take 
into account the cost of producing 
cattle to prime finished condition.

The price of hay and grain has 
escalated rapidly over the last 
couple of months and if you’re 
actually able to procure any, it 
certainly stretches the viability of 
any feeding operation.

The lamb market has been 
solid with occasional glimpses of 
brilliance, unfortunately the dry has 
forced numbers of unfinished lambs 
into saleyards which has considerably 
tarnished the values that 
might have been. Delays of 
up to a month to access “on-
hooks” sales coupled with the 
paucity of any paddock feed 
in agricultural and pastoral 
areas have conspired to force 
saleyard numbers up and as a 
consequence, prices down.

The mutton market is the 
one place where prices are 
solid and heading upward, 
deteriorating numbers due 
to early selling of culls has 
made the old ewe market sky-
rocket. There may some small 
saving grace for producers 
with a greater supply of 
wethers than normal because 
of the disruption to the live 

export trade, however this could be 
counteracted by graziers wanting to 
optimize their wool clip and hang on 
to wethers for as long as possible.

So, what about the immediate 
future? If there’s no significant rain 
in the near future, wave goodbye to 
2018 and hang in for next year. If it 
rains in biblical proportions in the 
next week or so, it still won’t grow 
feed but it will grow confidence. 
It won’t help what is looming 
as a number crisis for quality 
sucker lambs through August and 
September and it won’t provide a 
platform for any great degree of fat 
cattle in the Spring and it sure as hell 
won’t alleviate the hay and grain 
shortage that feeders are faced with 
now.

Such are the vagaries of farmer’s 
lives!  

By MICHAEL LAMONT
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

MON
June 25

Showers
15/7

TUE
June 19

WED
June 20

THU
June 21

Partly Cloudy
13/7

Cloudy
15/6

Mostly Sunny
15/7

FRI
June 22

Sunny
15/8

SAT
June 23

Showers
15/8

SUN
June 24

Showers
14/8
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Top: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Bottom: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
For his birthday, little Johnny asked for a 

10-speed bicycle.
 His father said:

“Son, we’d give you one, but the mortgage 
on this house is $289,000 and your mother 

just lost her job. 
There’s no way we can afford it.”

 
The next day the father saw little Johnny 

heading out the front door with a suitcase.
 So he asked, “Son, where are you going?”

 
Little Johnny told him:

“I was walking past your room last night and 
heard you telling mom you were pulling out. 
Then I heard her tell you to wait because she 

was coming too. 
And I’ll be damned if I’m staying here by 

myself with a $289,000 mortgage 
and no bloody bike.”  

Know a great joke?
Send your jokes in to 

theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming issue!

Got fat stock? It's time to cash in!

As the dry start to the season 
really begins to affect the 

quality of stock yarded in the 
markets, those few producers and 
feeders who have finished stock 
to sell can really capitalise on their 
considerable investment.

The gap between fat and store 
stock is widening rapidly and as 
the drier than average conditions 
continue, so the gap will become 
greater.

Recent cattle sales at Dublin have 
shown that demand for quality, 
finished cattle has leapt ahead. 
Lightweight steers over $3.20/kg 
live weight to trade buyers are a far 
cry from lightweight, store condition 

heifers that have been returning 
$1.20 to $2.00/kg. 

The disparity in prices will 
continue, it wasn't so long ago 
that store prices easily outstripped 
fat prices but the combination of 
increasing numbers of stores on the 
market and the burgeoning price 
of hay and grain has altered the 
situation markedly.

The lamb market has been erratic, 
there are myriad reasons why, lack 
of rainfall is the main culprit.

Abattoir kill space has been 
flooded and wait times up to a 
month for kill space has been 
commonplace. This is about to 
change, and change in a hurry. 

Even allowing for maintenance 
closures, there seems little 
likelihood that there will be enough 
quality lambs available to feed the 

voracious appetites of processors.
There have been some 

expressions of concern from buyers 
who are wondering where they are 
going to procure any early sucker 
lambs with killable weights during 
August and September.

Even if the season does right 
itself, the damage has already 
been done. The South-east has had 
reasonable rains, however their 
lamb selling season is a short one.

The biggest query for me is 
how this will affect the store sheep 
markets during the spring and 
summer. Producers will offer plenty 
of well bred young ewes, but who 
will be there to buy them?

 

By MICHAEL LAMONT

Proposed Crystal Brook Store 
Sale Dates

August 23
Sept 20
Oct 18
Nov 15
Dec 13

Sales to commence 9.00am.

Any questions/bookings 
please contact Kylie Kemp 

on 0408 304 186

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
http://www.mla.com.au/Home
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
There is not much doubt that the recent revelations 

about the live sheep export industry has had a 
calamitous effect on a trade that has been around the 
Australian sheep industry for a half a century!

I am not trying to defend the live export sheep 
industry against the damning footage that was aired on 
“60 Minutes’ a while ago, however there are a few factors 
that were conveniently left out of the sensationalistic 
story that Channel 9 and Animals Australia were more 
than happy to portray.

It seems senseless to attempt to defend the 
indefensible, but the general public should be made 
aware of the bitter truth about animal husbandry.

There’s a very old but sadly true saying in the 
agricultural world, the same is true with us human beings. 
“Where there is livestock, so there is dead stock”.

It sounds harsh and uncaring, I know. Unfortunately it 
is the way of the world!

I know many hundreds of livestock producers, dealers, 
agents, carriers and even slaughtermen who have more 
compassion for the livestock they handle daily than some 
of the so-called do-gooding people of the world who care 
only for a cause they know little about.

Many seemed to have decided that because of their 
boring lives, having a cause would make them feel better 
and become whole with nature while they are tucked 
away in their urban hideaways.

They don’t understand the financial imperative that 
livestock breeders have to contend with every single day. 
I don’t know of anybody who goes around the sheep of 
a morning and if they find a dead ewe, lamb or wether 
doesn’t bemoan the loss. A dead sheep in the paddock is 
like throwing a $100 note into the wind, never to be seen 
again. 

Of course, all of the proponents in favour of banning 
the live export trade bleat on about a compensation 
package to ease the burden on the producers of sheep, 
unfortunately I haven't heard of any similar compensation 
for the legion of people that work on the periphery of the 
industry.

What happens to the staff that work for the shipping 
companies, the sheep buyers who source the livestock on 
property, the transport operators that move the sheep 
from property to feed-lot then from feed-lot to ship, the 
stockmen that unload, load and care for the stock while 
they are quarantined in the feed-lot awaiting embarkation, 
the shearers who break their backs to present them for 
export within the right specifications?

There are a couple of questions I would like answered!
If the footage shown on 60 Minutes was from a voyage 

in October 2017, why wasn't it aired until April 2018?
Was Animals Australia hawking it around the networks 

for the best paying deal?
Did they not realise that while they had this terrible 

footage in their possession that at least several other 
ships had loaded and delivered sheep? 

If, what they say is true and cruelty is endemic on all 
voyages of live sheep, don't their supporters need an 
explanation as to why they didn't act to bring the plight 
of these sheep to light in the media in a more expeditious 
manner?

While I cannot argue about the veracity of the footage 
that was aired, there is one scene that does ring some 
small bells of alarm. I have been involved with the live 
export industry and I can say with some authority that 
ewes are frowned upon to the extent that if any are 
delivered to the feed lot, one company has a policy that 
they are rejected for export and the producer receives 
$10/head, the other main player rejects the ewes and 
pays the producer exactly zero. This compares with the 
$115 to $140 that is paid for male sheep. Females are 
rigidly rejected!

So, I'm sure you see why I get a bit suspicious when I 
see images of ewes with little lambs at foot on the screen 
at regular intervals.

Nobody with any sense at all is going to argue about 
the morality surrounding the mistreatment of livestock, 
however we live in a country where there are regulations 
binding every industry. By all means lobby for greater 
scrutiny, tighter controls or legislate for heavy fines or jail 
terms for those who flout the law, but don't kill off an 
industry that, despite its problems has been around for a 
very long time.

Those well intentioned people that need a cause, may 
well be advised to launch themselves into campaigns 
to solve the problems of wildlife poaching, domestic 
violence, child abuse, infant mortality in third world 
countries or starvation throughout the world. 

They are the real essence of cruelty!

Name & Address Supplied

SALEYARD SNAPS

Top: CIAA Manager Kylie Kemp recently visited the CQLX in Gracemere, QLD
Left: Selling at Dublin Livestock Exchange
Right: Craig Barbary and Wayne Hall getting in on the action and drafting some 
lambs up at the Dublin Livestock Exchange

http://www.ciaa.com.au
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
Glental Partnership

Mallala
3 heifers to $2.92 per head averaged $965.03 

per head at the South Australian Livestock 
Exchange, Dublin 28/5/18

 

Landara Farm Trust
Normanville

29 steers to $2.95/kg averaged $1,173.91 per 
head at the Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass, 6/6/18

Harrop Pastoral
Paskeville

25 crossbred lambs made $212 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin, 5/6/18

NP & TF Girdham
Cleve

27 crossbred lambs made $205 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin 5/6/18

Adelaide Plains Pastoral
Pinkerton Plains

22 Merino Lambs made $180 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange,

Dublin 12/6/18

DJ & HM Walsh
Warnertown

7 heifers to $2.70/kg averaged $907.83 
per head at the South Australian Livestock 

Exchange, Dublin 4/6/18
 

BR & TN Stratford
Tumby Bay

9 steers to $2.97/kg averaged $1,076.78 per 
head at the Southern Livestock Exchange

Mt Compass, 6/6/18

PJ Brechin
Mallala

36 crossbred lambs made $206 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange

Dublin, 5/6/18

BJ & FA Daniel
Paskeville

61 crossbred lambs made $190 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

29/5/18

BS & W Pty Ltd
Mount Bryan

14 wethers made $150 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange,

Dublin 12/6/18

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock
SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

SAL North West
(08) 86 272 788

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Peter Hill
0408 085 332

Platinum Livestock
(08) 81 305 000

Tex O'Brien
0418 835 156

Tandoorah 
Pastoral Co

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

CIAA
(08) 85 203 131

Beef, Blue Cheese & Grilled Pear Salad
Ingredients
• 600g diced beef, fat trimmed, cut 
into 4cm pieces
• 1/4 cup salt-reduced soy sauce , plus 
2 tablespoon extra
• 2 tablespoon oyster sauce
• 2 tablespoon brown sugar
• 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
• 4cm piece ginger, sliced
• 2 star anise
• 2L (8 cups) salt-reduced beef stock
• 1/4 cup white miso paste
• 200g shiitake mushrooms, sliced
• 4 free-range eggs
• 270g ramen noodles
• Sesame seeds, to serve
• Coriander sprigs, to serve
• Sliced red chilli, to serve
• Sriracha sauce, to serve

Recipe from www.taste.com.au

Method
Step 1
In a medium saucepan add beef, 1/4 cup soy sauce, oyster sauce, 
brown sugar, garlic, ginger, star anise and half the beef stock. Bring to a 
boil, regularly skimming impurities off the top, and simmer, uncovered, 
for 1 ¼ to 1½ hours or until the beef is tender and liquid reduced and 
thickened. Drain off most of the liquid and set meat aside, covered 
with foil to keep warm. Shred meat once cool enough to handle.
Step 2
In a large saucepan add remaining beef stock, 1 cup (250ml) water, 
miso paste, remaining soy, mushrooms, pak choy and snow peas. Heat 
over medium-low, covered, for 5 minutes or until pak choy and snow 
peas are tender.
Step 3
Meanwhile, cook eggs for 4 to 5 minutes in a medium saucepan of 
simmering water. Remove with a slotted spoon and place in a bowl of 
cold water. Once cool enough to handle peel eggs and cut into halves.
Step 4
In the same pan of boiling water cook noodles according to packet 
instructions. Drain.
Step 5
Divide noodles among bowls and ladle miso soup and vegetables over 
the top. Add beef mixture and eggs to bowl. Serve sprinkled with 
sesame seeds, coriander, chilli and Sriracha sauce, if desired.

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.ciaa.com.au


BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772

GP Livestock
ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

KW Livestock
SPALDING

Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural

FLINDERS RANGES
Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

Nathan Trethewey
0427 395 571

Tom Wurst
0428 592 210

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

MALLALA
Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

CRYSTAL BROOK
Peter Hill

0408 085 332

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Luke Crossling
0448 834 653

Mathew MacDonald
0428 849 615

Alistair Haynes
0409 868 387

Will Nolan
0409 449 815
Dave Fraser

0417 392 107
Craig Lewis

0417 889 036
Ian Flett

0417 805 434
Dean Hampel
0408 849 747
Hamish Jurgs
0429 969 089
Daniel Telfer

0429 694 491

ALICE SPRINGS 
David Eagleson
0419 925 033

Andrew Carcary
0428 271 799

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

Mark Carter & Co

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427

Willson Livestock
KADINA

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981

Keilem

CIAA
219 Carslake Road
DUBLIN  SA  5501
Ph: (08) 85 292 007
Fax: (08) 85 292 010

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511

Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock
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The Phantom
Phone chaos!

Who was the Stock Agent who caused a near melt down of the SMS network recently? 
Apparently the agent in question sent a group message advertising  a small number of lambs for sale to over 400 

recipients.
This in itself wasn't a problem (except that maybe it displayed a fairly naïve, shotgun approach to livestock 

marketing) the problem occurred when there was an avalanche of replies to the sender.
The problem was that they didn't only go the originator, they went to all and sundry!

"The Phantom" received so many unknown messages (some rather rude) that I decided to ring a couple, one was 
a Fleurieu Peninsula stock agent and the other was an Adelaide Hills grazier and both swore black and blue that 

they had only replied to the original sender.
I suppose Telstra could be to blame, but it's a lot more fun to blame the hapless agent!

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

