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By MICHAEL LAMONT

To say we've had a bit of a wild 
week would be something of 

an understatement.
I live at Melrose and along with 

Blyth we had the displeasure of 
the company of a mini-tornado or 
a storm cell, depending on how 
pedantic you want to be. The damage 
to infra-structure, buildings, crops, 
fencing and trees has to be seen to 
be believed.

The glorious uncertainty of the 
agricultural life has never been 
more apparent than this week when 
the best crops seen for many years 
have been devastated. Hay crops 
throughout the state were cherry 
ripe for mowing, those that survived 
the storm and gale force winds will 
be past the optimum cutting date by 
the time that machinery will be able 
to move around sodden paddocks.

Sheep breeders have been hard 
hit, in a lot of areas, spring shearing is 
in full swing and reportedly, losses of 
bare shorn sheep have been severe. 
The situation was so extreme up our 
way that when the storm hit last 
Thursday there was some shearers 
working away when the shed roof 
decided to part company with the 
rest of the shed, a rather harrowing 
event, even for the most seasoned 
shearers.

Of course, all of these events 
will inevitably have an effect on the 
livestock markets. For a start, there 
will certainly be no shortage of feed 
in the countryside, this will further 
reduce already light sale numbers, 
yarding and transporting livestock 
will be impossible for many producers 
and just to top things off, there will be 
a bucket load of cereal and legume 
crops that have suffered wind and 
hail damage that producers will be 
keen to graze to garner some return, 
this is bound to lead to another price 

kick for already expensive store sheep 
and cattle.

We have an existing shortage of 
supply of both sheep and cattle for 
slaughter, add the issues involved 
with mustering and transport and 
there is only one way that prices can 
head, upwards!

One meat buyer succinctly 
described their abattoir as being a big 
hungry machine that needed to be 
fed a full ration every day regardless 
of weather, prices or natural calamity.

How many forward contracted 
lambs won't be delivered on time 
and the number of cattle out of the 
pastoral areas won't get to works 
on schedule are questions that are 
unanswerable. The one thing that is a 
near certainty is that meat buyers will 
be keen to source numbers to cover 
the shortfall. This could be a rare 
opportunity for the lucky producers 
who are in a position to sell finished 
stock, now!          

Rain changes market complexion!

Wild Weather Snaps
Pg. 4-5

Market news and 
reviews!
Pg. 2
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Left: Northern Trade Lamb Index graph
Right: Eastern Young Cattle Indicator graph
Both graphs indicate cents per kilogram carcase weight

All graphs and information courtesy 
of Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
National Livestock Reporting Service.
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It’s a joke, Joyce!
After getting all of Pope Francis's luggage loaded into the limo at 
the airport (and he doesn't travel light), the driver notices the Pope 
is still standing on the curb.
"Excuse me, Your Holiness," says the driver, "Would you please take 
your seat so we can leave?"
"Well, to tell you the truth," says the Pope, "they never let me drive 
at the Vatican and I'd really like to drive today."
"I'm sorry, Your Holiness, but I cannot let you do that. I'd lose 
my job! What if something should happen?" protests the driver, 
wishing he'd never gone to work that morning.
'Who's going to tell?' asks the Pope with a smile.
Reluctantly, the driver gets in the back as the Pope climbs in behind 
the wheel. 
 The driver quickly regrets his decision when, after exiting the 
airport, the Pontiff floors it, accelerating the limo to 205 kph.
"Please slow down, Your Holiness," pleads the worried driver, but 
the Pope keeps the pedal to the metal until they hear sirens.

"Oh, dear God, I'm going to lose my license -- and my job!, moans 
the driver.
The Pope pulls over and rolls down the window as the cop 
approaches; but the cop takes one look at him, goes back to his 
motorcycle, and gets on the radio.
"I need to talk to the Chief," he says to the dispatcher.
The Chief gets on the radio and the cop tells him that he's stopped 
a limo going 205 kph.
"So bust him," says the Chief.
"I don't think we want to do that. He's really important," said the 
cop.
The Chief exclaimed, "All the more reason!"
"No, I mean really important," said the cop with a bit of persistence.
The Chief then asked, "Who do you have there, the mayor?"
Cop: "Bigger." Chief: "A senator?" Cop: "Bigger." Chief: "The 
President?" Cop: "Bigger."
"Well,' said the Chief, 'who is it?'
Cop: 'I think it's God!"
The Chief is even more puzzled and curious, "What makes you think 
it's God?"
Cop: "His chauffeur is the Pope!"

As usual, the last fortnight 
has been a case of the haves 

and have nots. When new season's 
crossbred lambs make $198/head in 
the Dublin market it doesn't take a 
Rhodes Scholar to work out that there 
are significant outside pressures in 
play.

A major South Australian based 
processor made the running early 

and it was obvious to all and sundry 
that they needed slaughter stock and 
the rumour mill was alive with the 
whisper that a shortfall of pastoral 
goats was the problem. Transporting 
any stock after heavy rains is always 
problematic and this past week will 
test the will of aspiring vendors and 
truckies alike.

The cattle job has been similarly 
affected, low saleyard numbers and 
heightened demand saw fat cattle 
maintain the prices that many people 
feared would tumble when spring 

arrived. Seeing that spring has yet 
to appear a price reduction is still 
shaping as a real threat to vendors.

The spectre of easing cattle prices 
did nothing to deter buyers at the 
recent Hamilton weaner sale, any 
well bred cattle appeared to start at 
$4/kg and accelerate upwards from 
there, a confident start to the weaner 
selling season.

Stock will retain the current rates 
as long as the availability is doubtful 
but it could hurt when the weather 
fines up and supply surges! 

Market news and reviews!
By MICHAEL LAMONT

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.mla.com.au/Home
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Yes, I’m back – I trust you’re all 
well.

I wish you all the best as we go 
forward together.

I’ve been away for over a decade 
and not much has changed. Well it 
has – but not that much.

It amazes me that the conspiracy 
theories, the innuendos, the 
scenarios and the BS has not really 
changed. Well, not changed much 
– they are updated and the names 
have changed, but the crutch hasn’t 
moved all that far from the backside.

That said, we are in an exciting 
time in the livestock industry.

The SA Livestock Exchange at 
Dublin is a state of the art facility, but 
sadly underused.

For mine, they need to pre-sale 
weigh the cattle, if they want to 
attract numbers. I recall the debate 
over the introduction of liveweight 
selling in SA – in fact, I was for a time 
the only proponent for liveweight 
selling in this state.

With the help of some forward-
thinking agents this was eventually 
introduced into the Southern Yards 
at Gepps Cross.

The debate raged over pre-sale or 

post-sale weighing.
Pre-sale is by far the better 

method – everyone knows what they 
are paying for, reporting is on a like-
for-like basis, not subjective – it is 
clearly objective market reporting. 

However, whatever method is 
used, a weighbridge is an effective 
and undeniable marketing tool.

I can remember an icon of the 
business telling me that his eyes were 
the scales – I told him that if he put 
a set of scales at the dead end and 
paid accordingly, I wouldn’t have a 
problem with that.

There is, in my opinion, an 
undeniable fact that the open 
auction system – be it pre-sale post-
sale, open cry, whatever – is the most 
powerful price setting mechanism in 
the industry.

There is of course Auctions Plus, 
a system that has evolved over more 
than two decades. I think that they 
still have a few problems – although 
they might not admit to that.

However, having said that, the 
physical auction market – that is 
saleyards – still remain the precursor 
for market value across the nation.

Auctions Plus success, and I do not 

deny that they are successful, relies 
on the undeniable fact that agents 
will do whatever is necessary to make 
a sale.

Private sale lists are a thing of the 
past. If it was listed it was too dear 
anyway and could not be placed over 
the phone – let’s get real, the agents 
out there know what I mean!

The agency business has changed 
dramatically over the past two 
decades and I’m sure that there is still 
more to come.

However – whatever method a 
producer chooses – most are pitted 
against the odds.

Consider more than one strategy!
For instance, foul weather can 

restrict delivery of over the hooks 
sales – perhaps the market is better?

Have you explored all the available 
options? Have you curfewed and 
weighed your livestock? 

An on-farm weigh of slaughtered 
livestock is invariably better than 
dressed works weights.

In any event, you can be hanged 
for almost anything today – try not to 
make it your day!

Cheers, JT

Traeger Says

JW Smart
Woolbuyers Pty Ltd

WILL BUY ALL TYPES

Based in Penola, SA.
Flexible Hours.

0417 878 486
jwsmart@bigpond.com

Know a great 
joke?

Send your jokes in to 
theindependent@ciaa.com.au
to be featured in an upcoming 

issue!

http://www.ciaa.com.au
mailto:jwsmart%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Joke
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Adelaide 7 Day Weather Forecast

Information courtesy of weather.com 

TUE
Oct 11

Mostly Cloudy
15/7

WED
Oct 5

THU
Oct 6

FRI
Oct 7

Sunny
19/13

Sunny
27/17

Partly Cloudy
25/12

SAT
Oct 8

Partly Cloudy
25/19

SUN
Oct 9

Mostly Sunny
26/12

MON
Oct 10

Showers
13/9

Having been involved in the 
nuts and bolts of the livestock 

industry in South Australia for over 
four decades, I think it is time to 
raise an issue that has become quite 
irksome over the past several weeks, 
probably longer.

Not to me personally, us 
Dagrattlers seem to cop it somehow, 
but it is an issue given my background, 
that is of course close to my heart 
and that has been somehow put in 
my wheelbarrow, I can’t fit it on my 
gopher!

And I got some expert advice from 
my old mate Dicky Daniel on the 
subject before I put pen to paper.

Now we all listen intently to the 
ABC Country Hour and diligently 
purchase the rural newspaper.

For what reason other than habit, 
I can only guess.

Over several weeks the ABC have 
cut short the Adelaide & Mt Compass 
Livestock Exchange reports, in some 
cases before they have even started.

The rural newspaper, for its 
part seems to give scant regard to 

the dollars and cents part of our 
intriguing business as over the past 
eight weeks I have never seen their 
representatives at the Adelaide and 
Mt Compass sales. They seem to 
know it all from afar and produce 
a video of the regurgitated paper 
offering on their - you beaut website.

On Tuesday 27th of September the 
diligent on the spot NLRS reporter 
had scarcely started and was cut off, 
because the ABC thought a story 
about Silky Bantams in Victoria was 
more important than the morning 
sheep and lamb sale in South 
Australia?.

You see – if you eat this little 
bugger – your hair will stay black! – 
the bones are black and the meat is 
black – well bugger me!.

You would have to wonder where 
the brains trust in these goliaths of 
the communications industry are 
situated.

The ABC should know, well they 
used too, that cattle, sheep and 
lamb producers tune in to make 
future decisions on these reports 

– if Silky Cock and Hen stories are 
more important – maybe they should 
review their charter or we should all 
invest in Silky Cock and Hen farms.

Well then we’d get the coverage 
wouldn’t we?

It is more than disappointing 
that the current free to air publicly 
funded radio and paid circulation 
rural newspaper have in my opinion 
completely lost the plot!

Are they trying to entertain 
themselves the listeners the readers 
or what?

You would have to wonder.
The Cattle and Sheep markets are 

an intriguing place and the more you 
know, the less you know.

However, if the reports of these 
events on an almost at time of sale 
are somehow diminished then I fear 
we may not get them at all.

My advice: Let the ABC Country 
Hour know you want a comprehensive 
and meaningful report.

CHEERS CEDRIC.

CEDRIC DAGRATTLER
PURE AND UNADULTERATED (AS USUAL)

A BONE TO PICK

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://weather.com
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Wild Weather!
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Lamb tacos al pastor
Ingredients
- 125ml orange juice
- 2 tbsp lime juice
- 2 tbsp olive oil
- 2 tbsp tomato paste
- 1 dried long red chilli, chopped
- 1 tbsp dried oregano leaves
- 2 tsp cumin powder
- 2 tsp smoked paprika
- 1kg piece boneless lamb shoulder
- 250ml boiling water
- tortillas, to serve
- 2 avocados, peeled & mashed
- 1 small white onion, chopped
- 1/3 cup fresh coriander leaves, chopped
- pineapple, chargrilled, chopped, to serve
- hot chilli sauce, to serve

Recipe from taste.com.au

Method
1.
Place combined juices, oil, tomato paste, dried chilli, 
oregano, cumin and paprika in a small food processor. 
Process until smooth. Transfer mixture to a glass or 
ceramic dish. Cut deep incisions crossways into the lamb 
fat. Add the lamb to the marinade. Turn to coat. Cover. 
Place in the fridge overnight, to marinate.

2.
Preheat oven to 140°C/120°C fan forced. Transfer the 
lamb and marinade to a roasting dish. Season with salt. 
Pour water around lamb. Cover dish tightly with foil. Roast 
for 5 hours, turning halfway, or until meat is very tender. 
Remove foil. Roast for a further 30 minutes or until lamb 
collapses. Shred meat. Toss in pan juices.

3.
Warm tortillas following packet directions. Combine onion 
and coriander in a bowl. Top each tortilla with avocado, 
lamb, pineapple and onion mixture. Serve with chilli sauce.

Want to advertise in the 
independent?

Advertise in the Independent - a publication reaching CIAA's 
estimated 12,000 clients.

Available online at ciaa.com.au and via hardcopy, you're sure to get 
the word out there!

For all enquiries, please email theindependent@ciaa.com.au

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.taste.com.au
http://ciaa.com.au
mailto:theindependent%40ciaa.com.au?subject=Advertising
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RIPPIN’ RESULTS
DG & PE Avery & Sons

Broken Hill
22 cows to $2.70/kg averaged $1,497.99 at the 

South Australian Livestock Exchange, 
Dublin 19/9/16

 

Merna Mora Station
Port Augusta

13 cows to $2.62/kg averaged $1,470.58 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 26/9/16

S & M Bernhardt
Echunga

9 steers to $3.83/kg averaged $1,224.74 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 28/9/16

MR & KL Winders
Black Springs

37 crossbred lambs made $160 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

20/9/16

Rusty Park Farms
Steelton

84 wethers made $136 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

27/9/16

Bruce Bros
Kadina

4 steers to $3.70/kg averaged $1,717.08 at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

26/9/16
 

Kiwi Blue
Cassini

12 steers to $3.80/kg averaged $1,451.57 at the 
Southern Livestock Exchange, 

Mt Compass 28/9/16

GV & CF Hill
Kadina

61 crossbred lambs made $192 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin

20/9/16

Boundrina Pty Ltd
Reeves Plains

63 crossbred lambs made $155 per head at the 
South Australian Livestock Exchange, 

Dublin 27/9/16

Schutz Enterprises
Waterloo

57 ewes made $120 per head at the South 
Australian Livestock Exchange, Dublin 

27/9/16

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

Jones Livestock 
Services

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson Livestock

Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Willson LivestockSpence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

Geoff Williams
Livestock

Spence Dix & Co
(08) 87 553 088

Craig Barbary
0428 817 811

Craig Barbary
0428 817 811

Andrew Butler
0407 399 772

http://www.ciaa.com.au


8

CIAA
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Ph: (08) 85 203 131
Fax: (08) 85 203 121

Administration
Kylie Kemp: 0409 304 186
Marnie Burt: 0419 828 511
Livestock Manager
Tex O’Brien: 0418 835 156
Auctioneers
Jeff Emms Daniel Griffiths
Peter Pinkerton Ben Dohnt
Craig Barbary

www.ciaa.com.au
www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

BURRA
Andrew Butler
0407 399 772
GP Livestock

ONE TREE HILL
Graham Phillips
0408 802 280

GUMERACHA
Jeff Emms

0408 803 427
KW Livestock

SPALDING
Keith Pluckrose
0428 452 199

BALAKLAVA 
Peter Butterfield

0417 884 877

PARNDANA 
Terry May

0438 451 981
Nathan Trethewey

0427 395 571

Keilem

ALL AREAS 
Tom Wardle

0418 810 363
Craig Reschke
0408 853 541
Trevor Cleland
0407 601 074

Tony Clark
0427 363 161
Julian Burke

0458 542 615
Peter Wardle
0458 484 422

EYRE PENINSULA
Richard Hill

0427 272 311
Ben Dickenson
0437 967 643
Henry Zwar

0427 797 455
Scott Masters
0458 517 883

Willson Livestock

KADINA
Garry Willson
0428 845 889

Mark Carter & Co

ARDROSSAN
Mark Carter

0418 825 673
Luke Carter

0429 679 033

ALL AREAS
Jonathan Spence

0427 084 951
Rodney Dix

0429 818 490
David Cox

0439 847 781
Kym Lovelock
0407 711 337
Daniel Doecke
0458 748 262
Mark O’Leary
0429 814 998
Luke Schreiber
0429 817 274
Joe Scammell
0429 112 664

Daniel Griffiths
0437 486 771

Darren McEvoy
0427 655 719

YANKALILLA 
Greg Weber-Smith

0419 867 801
John Rye

0407 547 205

KIMBA
Bronte Kenchington

0457 740 220
Colin McFarlane

0457 736 285
Bradley Hier

0457 737 864
Warren Brown
0457 736 544

Nathan Johnson
0457 735 449

ALL AREAS
Wayne Hall

0477 064 407
Craig Barbary
0428 817 811
Toby Cousins
0429 068 964

Ben Dohnt
0437 856 327
Adam Bradley
0428 838 285

Simon Rosenzweig
0427 887 705

Matthew Pawley
0458 423 513

STRATHALBYN
Tim Callery

0408 366 185
Malcolm Collett
0408 826 543

NARACOORTE
Laryn Gogel

0459 620 904
Darryl Napper
0429 640 234

Jones Livestock 
Services
MALLALA

Richard Jones
0448 071 505

WUDINNA 
Brian Durdin
0428 272 922

Warren Beattie
0428 899 004

Geoff Williams 
Livestock & Rural
FLINDERS RANGES

Geoff Williams
0407 797 357

The Phantom
Got the wind up!

The howling winds of last week 
managed to put the wind up a couple 
of young blokes shearing a few sheep 
in the Upper-north.

They were plugging away during 
the height of the storm when all of 
a sudden the roof parted company 
with the walls. 

This became a slight problem, 
they were going to leave the ewes 
in the shed overnight but no roof 
equals no shelter. No problem, one 
of the shearers decided that they 
would simply transfer them to his old 
man's shearing shed for the night. 

Next problem, the old man's shearing 
shed suffered the same fate, no roof. 
Luckily an obliging neighbour came 
to the rescue. 

At last count all ewes and lambs 
survived the ordeal, apparently the 
shearers adjourned to the pub for 
stress relief!

Racing takes over!
The AFL season has come to an 

end, not soon enough for some 
people but you have to admire the 
resilience of the supporters of some 
lowly ranked teams.

CIAA lamb auctioneer, Peter 

Pinkerton was full of admiration 
for the Western Bulldogs and their 
heroic win in the Grand Final.

While singing their praises he was 
bemoaning the end of the season, 
something of a surprise considering 
he is a mad Essendon supporter, 
sadly for "Pinky" they won the 
wooden spoon. Despite their dismal 
showing he still wanted the season 
to go on. Apparently the cricket just 
doesn't cut it for "Pinky" although he 
has been known to have a ping on 
the gallopers.

Maybe the Spring Carnival will 
ease the withdrawal symptoms from 
the footy!

http://www.ciaa.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/ciaalivestock

